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AHLI Parlimen Simpang Renggam yang juga Menteri Pendidikan Dr Maszlee Malik (dua dari kiri) melihat keadaan air Sungai Benut ketika melawat
Loji Rawatan Air Simpang Renggam.

PENCEMARAN AMMONIA SUNGAI BENUT

Loji rawatan air dibuka

B Pemantauan berterusan rekod

bacaan ammonia paras selamat

Ibrahim Isa
ibrahim@hmetro.commy

Johor Bahru -

0ji Rawatan Air (LRA)
I Simpang Renggam
yang
henti operasi sementara
waktu sejak Sabtu lalu akibat
pencemaran ammonia di
Sungai Ulu Benut dibuka se-
mula, semalam.
Pengarah Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS)
negeri, Datuk Dr
Mohammad

terpaksa ber-

(semalam), .ia ‘hanya men-
catat bacaan 2 ppm (paras
selamat) dan kami mena-+
sihatkan ia boleh beroperasi
semula,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi, di sini, malam se-
malam.

Menurutnya, pihaknya
memantau keadaan kawa-
san sekitar terutama di lo-
kasi pembuangan sampah
bagi memastikag tiada ti-
tisan air larutan resapan (le-
cet) dari tapak pelupusan
sampah mengalir ke
e, Sungai Ulu Be-
nut dan Sungai
Machap hing-

Ezanni Mat Sal- FAKTA ga boleh me-
leh berkata, pe- Bacaan ammonia ningkatkan
mantauan ber- pada paras selamat paras ammo
terusan dilaku- iaitu 2 ppm nia.

kan sejak kel- Katanya,

marin dan bacaan
ammonia pada paras
selamat iaitu 2 part per
million (ppm) jam 7.30 rha-
lam semalam,

“Sabtu lalu, bacaan am-
monia di LRA Simpang
Renggam adalah 20 ppm
menyebabkan ia terpaksa
ditutup kerana boleh mem
bahayakan pengguna

“Bagaimanapun, hasil pe
mantauan berterusan kami
mendapati keadaan bertam
bah baik dari semasa ke se
masa.

“Dan jam 7.30-malam tadi

pada mgsa sama
pihaknya menga-

lu-alukan kerjasama
orang awam bagi menyalur-
kan maklumat bagi meng-
elak kejadian tidak diingini
berlaku.

Sementara itu, jurucakap
SAJ Ranhill Sdn Bhd (SAJ
Ranhill) berkata, sebelum ini
pihaknya bercadang mela
kukan catuan air bermula
Khamis ini berikutan kan
dungan ammonia yang tinggi
di LRA Simpang Renggam.

“Agihan air terpaksa di-
buat menggunakan lori di

ammonia.

beberapa kawasan terjejas,
bagaimanapun disebabkan
perkembangan terbaru ini
kami tidak akan melakukan
catuan.

“Bagaimanapun, disebab-
kan jumlah air terkalu sedikit
di LRA itu, jumlah air yang
disalurkan mungkin lebih
sedikit berbanding kebiasa-
an,” katanya.

Sebelum ini, kira-kira
75,000 penduduk di Sim-
pang Renggam, Ayer Hitam,

UKK MESTECC/ 26 MAC 2019

BANGKAI ikan ditemui terapung di Sungai Benut akibat pencemaran

Kulai dan Pontian berdepan
catuan bekalan air berikutan
penutupan LRA terbabit aki
bat pencemaran ammonia di
Sungai Benut sejak Sabtu la
Tu.

Keadaan itu berlaku di
sebabkan benteng tanah di
kolam air lecet tapak pe
lupusan sampah berkenaan
pecah kerana tidak dapat
menampung takungan air
akibat hujan lebat, sehari se-
belum kejadian.

LAMAN Facebook Sultan Ibrahim menitahkan pihak berkuasa
menyiasat pencemaran di Sungai Ulu Benut dan Sungai Machap.

Sultan gesa siasatan

Bahrw: Sultan Johor Sultan Ibrahim

Johor
Iskandar mahu pihak berkuasa segera me-
nyiasat pencemaran di Sungai Ulu Benut dan
Sungai Machap di Simpang Renggam hingga me-

nyebabkan ikan mati.

Sultan Ibrahim bertitah, pihak berkuasa perlu men-

y

uh berhubung pencemaran

itu kerana tidak mahu kejadian seperti di Sungai Kim
Kim, Pasir Gudang berulang.

Baginda bertitah, pihak berkenaan juga diminta me-
ngemukakan laporan berhubung pencemaran itu de-

ngan segera.

“Lakukan siasatan dan saya juga mahukan laporan
segera berhubung perkara ini. Sesiapa saja terbabit perlu
bertanggungjawab kerana melakukan pencemaran ter -

hadap sungai.
“Ini satu perbuatan

tidak bertanggungjawab,”

titahnya kepada Royal Press Office di sini, semalam.
Pencemaran Sungai Kim Kim bermula 7 Mac lalu

menyebabkan 111 sekolah ditutup dan mengakibatkan

lebih 5,000 penduduk mendapatkan rawatan awal.

Penduduk bimbang
kesihatan terganggu

Simpang Renggam: Pendu
duk Kampung Ulu Benut di
sini, bimbang kesihatan me
reka terjejas  berikutan
Sungai Ulu Benut didapati
tercemar sehingga warna
airnya berubah menjadi ke
hitaman dan berbau busuk
sejak beberapa hari lalu.

Ahli Majlis Daerah Sim-
pang Renggam (MDSR) Zon
Tiga, Mohamad Zaki Abdul
Kadir berkata, keadaan itu
menyebabkan  penduduk
yang tinggal di sepanjang
sungai berkenaan bimbang
keselamatan dan kesihatan
mereka terganggu seperti
dialami penduduk di Pasir
Gudang, baru-baru ini.

“Walaupun pencemaran
sungai ini bukan perkara
baru, tetapi kali ini selain air
sungai bertukar kehitaman
dan berbau busuk, ada juga
ikan mati.

“Kejadian disedari pendu
duk hari ini (semalam) dan
ia dipercayai daripada air
najis ayam yang terdapat di
bahagian hulu sungai selain
air dari pusat pelupusan
sampah berhampiran ladang
CEP Renggam,” Katanya.

Menurutnya, pihaknya

menggesa Jabatan Alam Se
kitar (JAS) serta Jabatan Pe-
ngairan dan Saliran (JPS)
mengambil tindakan segera
bagi menangani isu berke-
naan. .
Katanya, keadaan itu se-
cara tidak langsung boleh
menjejaskan  bekalan  air
dan membahayakan Kkese-
lamatan penduduk.

Penduduk lain, Ahmad
Othman, 54, berkata, be-
berapa penduduk meninjau
di kawasan terbabit dan per-
caya ia mungkin disebabkan
najis haiwan dari beberapa
kilang ayam di bahagian hu-
Iu sungai itu.

Katanya, kejadian itu se-
ring berlaku dan aduan di-
buat kepada pihak berkuasa
selain didedahkan media
namun hingga kini belum
ada tindakan diambil untuk
mengatasi masalah berke
naan.

“Jika mahu melihat punca
sebenar kejadian air bertu-
kar hitam dan berbau, me-
reka perlu membuat siasa
fan dengan turun padang,
masuk ke ladang sawit un
tuk melihat sendiri apa ada
di dalamnya,” katanya.
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JOHOR BAHRU - Sultan Johor
Sultan Ibrahim Almarhum Sultan
Iskandar (gambar) semalam meni-
tahkan pihak berkuasa agar segera
menyiasat pencemaran yang berlaku
di Sungai Ulu Benut dan Sungai Ma-
chap dekat Simpang Renggam yang
dipercayai menyebabkan berlakunya
kematian ikan-ikan di sungai tersebut.

Sultan Ibrahim dalam satu kenya-
taan mahu satu siasatan secara me-

nyeluruh berkaitan an terse-

laporan segera berhubung

but dilakukan agar kejadian seperti di
Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir Gudang baru-
baru ini tidak berulang.

Dalam satu kenyataan menerusi
Facebook rasmi baginda, Sultan Ibra-
him bertitah agar pihak berkuasa
yang berkaitan segera mengemuka-
kan laporan berhubung pencemaran
tersebut.

“Lakukan siasatan dan saya juga

perkara ini. Sesiapa sahaja terlibat
perlu bertanggungjawab kerana me-
lakukan pencemaran terhadap su-
ngai-sungai.

“Ini satu perbuatan yang tidak ber-
tanggungjawab,” titah baginda.

Sementara itu, Jabatan Alam Seki-
tar (JAS) Johor telah mengeluarkan
empat kompaun ke atas syarikat yang
bertanggungjawab  mencemarkan

Sultan Johor mahu pencemaran di dua sungai disiasat

Sungai Ulu Benut dan Sungai Ma-
chap.

Pengarahnya, Datuk Mohamad
Ezanni Mat Salleh berkata, kompaun
itu membabitkan permasalahan loji
rawatan cairan yang menginfiltrasi
sampah (leachate) dan buangan ber-
jadual.

“Siasatan akan terus dilakukan dari
masa ke semasa,” katanya di sini se-
malam.

la susulan penutupan sementara LRA ekoran pencemaran amonia

Penduduk terputus bekalan air

LUANG - Kirakira

75,000 akaun pengguna

SAJ Ranhill Sdn. Bhd.
(SAJ Ranhill) di Simpang Reng-
gam, Ayer Hitam dan Kulai ter-
putus bekalan air sejak awal
pagi Sabtu lalu berikutan penu-
tupan sementara Loji Rawatan
Air (LRA) Simpang Renggam di
Kluang.

Ia melibatkan seramai 375,000
penduduk di kawasan tersebut
terjejas ekoran penutupan LRA
berkenaan.

Penutupan loji itu ekoran ter-
dapat pencemaran amonia di
Sungai Benut.

Anggota Parlimen Simpang
Renggam merangkap Menteri

e <> ™ = - . 2
KEADAAN Sungai Benut di Simpang Renggam, Johor yang tercemar amonia
i kira-kira 375,000 penduduk terjejas bekalan air sejak

MASZLEE (empat dari kanan) inj; .Lojl R: Air Sii
bagi melihat keadaan Sungai Benut yang dicemari amonia semalam.

Sabtu lalu.

Pendidikan, Dr. Maszlee Malik
(gambar kecil) berkata, pence-
maran itu bertambah buruk
apabila ban tanah kolam air
larutan resapan di Tapak Pelu-
pusan CEP Renggam pecah.
“Kita percaya ada pihak

yang tidak bertanggungjawab

kan amonia ke dalam sungai ini.
Jadi, kita memohon kepada pihak
SAJ Ranhill agar menyediakan
bantuan bekalan air tambahan
yang mencukupi untuk semua

kawasan yang terjejas.

“Pada masa sama, kita ber-
harap tindakan tegas diambil
terhadap pihak yang terbabit se-
lain turut berharap tapak pelu-
pusan di Ulu Sungai Benut (yang
menjadi salah satu penyebab ke-

ada masalah) ditutup segera,”
tanya selepas melawat loji
rawatan itu di sini semalam.
Sementara itu, Pengarah
Jabatan Alam Sekitar Negeri
Johor, Datuk Dr. Mohammad
Ezanni Mat Salleh yang melawat

loji berkenaan kelmarin berka-
ta, pihaknya sudah mengambil
sampel air sungai untuk diserah-
kan kepada Jabatan Kimia bagi
dianalisis. Kes disiasat mengikut
Seksyen 31 dan Seksyen 25 Akta
Kualiti Alam Sekeliling 1974.
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Kandungan ammonia
puncaikan mati- JAS

Oleh NURUL HUDA HASSAN
pengarang@utusan.com.my

® JOHORBAHRU 25 MAC

di Sungai Ulu Benut dan
Sungai Machap, Simpang
Renggam dekat Kluang diper-
cayai disebabkan kandungan
ammonia yang tinggi kesan
limpahan air sampah yang ma-
suk ke dalam sungai berkenaan.
Pengarah Jabatan Alam Seki-
tar (JAS) negeri, Datuk Dr. Mo-
hammad Ezanni Mat Salleh
berkata, hasil siasatan awal
pihaknya mendapati, pun-
ca pencemaran di sungai itu
adalah disebabkan air titisan
sampah daripada tapak pelupu-
san sampah berdekatan.
Menurutnya, siasatan awal
juga mendapati, benteng tapak
pelupusan sampah di kawasan
ituterdapat limpahan air sampah.
JAS sudah menjalankan siasa-

PUNCA kematian ikan-ikan

tan semalam, sampel di sungai
itu juga sudah diambil dan kita
juga sudah mengenal pasti pun-
ca pencemaran adalah dari tapak
pelupusan sampah di Simpang

Renggam.
“Kita sedang giat
menjalankan siasa- »

tan berhubung ke-
jadian itu dan akan
menyiapkan kertas
siasatan dalam kadar
segera supaya pen-
dakwaan boleh di-

baharu Facebook Sultan Ibra-
him Sultan Iskandar juga mahu
pihak berkuasa yang berkaitan
segera mengemukakan lapo-
ran berhubung pencemaran itu
kerana tidak mahu
kejadian seperti di
Sungai Kim Kim, Pa-
sir Gudang berulang.

Mohammad Ezan-
ni berkata, sampel
yang diambil pihak-
nya akan diserahkan
kepada Jabatan Ki-

lakukan ke atas pihak mia untuk dianalisis.
yang terlibat,” kata- D, Tambahnya, kes
gya ketika dihubungi | S EZA’NNI itu akan disiasat
i sini hari ini. mengikut  Seksyen
Beliau  diminta MATSALLEH 31 Akta Kualiti Alam
mengulas titah Sultan Johor, Sultan ~ Sekeliling 1974 dan Seksyen 25
Ibrahim Sultan Iskandaryangmahu  akta yang sama.
pihak berkuasa segera menyiasat “Susulan pemeriksaan dijalan-

pencemaran di Sungai Ulu Benut
dan Sungai Machap di Simpang
Renggam hingga menyebabkan
berlakunya kematian ikan-ikan.
Baginda menerusi entri ter-

kan semalam juga, JAS negeri
sudah mengeluarkan sebanyak
empat kompaun dengan setiap
satu kompaun dikenakan denda
sebanyak RM2,000,” katanya.
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31 kilang plastlk haram masih beropera5| di Selangor

SHAH ALAM - Sebanyak 51
kilang plastik haram dikesan
masih ingkar dan terus beroperasi
di seluruh Selangor. ~

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Tetap
Kerajaan Tempatan, Pengang-
kutan Awam dan Pembangunan
Kampung Baharu Selangor, Ng
Sze Han, berkata, situasi itu me-
nyebabkan pihaknya memerlukan
kerjasama daripada Suruhanjaya
Perkhidmatan Air Negara (SPAN)
dan Suruhanjaya Tenaga untuk
menyekat bekalan air serta. elek-
trik sebagai langkah efektif bagi
mengekang operasi kilang-kilang
haram berkenaan.

“Kami sedang berbincang dengan
SPAN serta suruhanjaya itu. Kami
akan pastikan bekalan air serta
elektrik (terhadap kilang-kilang
haram) akan dipotong (dalam masa

Sidang
DUN Selangor A

terdekat),” katanya bagi menjawab
soalan tambahan Leong Tuck
Chee TDAP-Pandamaran) pada
sidang Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN) di sini semalam.

Tuck Chee dalam soalan tamba-
hannya bertanya sama ada operasi
yang dijalankan kerajaan negeri
dalam membanteras kilang plastik
haram memerlukan bantuan dari-
pada agensi utiliti untulgmenyekat
bekalan tenaga dan air kepada
kilang berkenaan.

Dalam pada itu, Sze Han berkata,
setakat ini, sebanyak 107 kilang
plastik haram dikesan beroperasi
di Selangor. Sebanyak 99 kilang di-
beri notis penutupan manakala 48

lagi ditutup sepenuhnya.

Tambahnya, sebanyak 127 kes
disiasat Jabatan Alam Sekitar Se-
langor sejak Julai 2018 hingga Feb-
ruari lalu. Sejumlah 50 daripada-
nya disyorkan untuk dihadapkan
ke mahkamah manakala enam kes
pula didenda sebanyak RM389,000
serta satu hari penjara.

Beliau berkata, satu jawatan-
kuasa tindakan juga telah ditubuh-
kan untuk bertindak dengan lebih
proaktif bagi memantau perkem-
bangan isu kilang haram di negeri
berkenaan.

Mengulas lanjut, Sze Han ber-
kata, tiga notis juga telah dikeluar-
kan terhadap pemilik tanah yang
didapati menyalahgunakan tanah
mereka dengan membenarkan
kilang plastik haram untuk ber-
operasi. - Bernama

SEBANYAK 51 kllang plastik haram dlkesan masch beroperasi di seluruh
Selangor. — Gambar hiasan
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Mary Victoria Dass
maryvictoria@nstp.commy

Johor Bahru

ebuah kilang mem-
s proses tayar terpakai

di Pasir Gudang dan
dua pengarahnya berdepan
sebanyak 45 pertuduhan
mengikut Peraturan-peratu-
ran Kualiti Alam Sekeliling
(Buangan Terjadual) 2005
dan Peraturan-peraturan
Kualiti Alam  Sekeliling
(Udara bersih) 2014 di Mah
kamah Sesyen Johor Bahru,
di sini, semalam.

Mereka terdiri syarikat P
Tech Resources Sdn Bhd,
warga Singapura Wang Jing
Chao, 34, dan warga tem
patan, Yap Yoke Liang, 42,
yang masing-masing meng-
hadapi 15 pertuduhan.

Ia termasuk tujuh pertu-
duhan mengikut Peratu-
ran-peraturan Kualiti Alam
Sekeliling (Buangan Terja-
dual) 2005 dan lapan me-
ngikut Peraturan-peraturan
Kualiti Alam  Sekeliling
(Udara Bersih) 2014.

Wang dan Yap serta P Tech
Resources yang diwakili ke-
dua-dua Orang Kena Saman
(OKS) itu mengaku tidak
bersalah terhadap semua
pertuduhan dan mohon di-
bicarakan.

Bagi tujuh pertuduhan
pertama, Wang, Yap dan Ki-
lang berkenaan didakwa ga-
gal membuat pemberita-
huan berkaitan pembuangan
bahan terjadual seperti di-
tetapkan di bawah Peraturan
3(1), Peraturan-Peraturan
Kualiti Alam  Sekeliling
(Buangan Terjadual) 2005,

ANGGOTA polis mengiringi dua suspek di p g

RACUN SUNGAI KIM KIM

45 pertuduhan

B Kilang, dua pengarah premis proses tayar
terpakai didakwa di Mahkamah Sesyen Johor Bahru

Akta Kualiti Alam Sekeliling
1974 (Akta 127).

Mereka didakwa melaku-
kan perbuatan itu di PLO 113,
Jalan Nibong 2, Kawasan
Perindustrian Tanjung Lang-
sat, Pasir Gudang, jam 12.25
tengah hari, 11 Mac lalu.

Kesalahan itu boleh dike-

nakan denda tidak lebih
RM10,000 atau dipenjara ti

dak lebih setahun atau ke-
dua-duanya.

Bagi ldpan pertuduhan
membabitkan pencemaran
udara bersih, Wang, Yap dan
syarikat berkenaan didakwa
gagal menjalankan peman-

tauan berkala di bawah pe-
raturan sama.

Kesalahan itu turut dila-
kukan kedua-duanya di
tempat, masa serta tarikh
sama dan kedua-duanya bo-
leh didenda tidak lebih
RM100,000 atau dipenjara
tidak lebih dua tahun atau

kedua-duanya, jika disabit
kesalahan.

Hakim Jailani Rahman
membenarkan semua tertu-
duh diikat jamin RM15,000
bagi setiap pertuduhan di
bawah Peraturan-peraturan
Kualiti Alam  Sekeliling
(Udara bersih) 2014.

Manakala, katanya, ikat
jamin RM3,000 pula bagi se-
tiap pertuduhan mengikut
Peraturan-peraturan Kualiti
Alam Sekeliling (Buangan
Terjadual) 2005.

Jaminan keseluruhan di-
tetapkan RM423,000.

Jailani juga menetapkan
syarat tambahan kepada
Wang iaitu dibenarkan diikat
jamin dengan seorang pen
jamin warga Malaysia, selain
melapor diri di Balai Polis
Pasir Gudang setiap 1 ha-
ribulan sehingga prosiding
kes berkenaan tamat.

Pendakwaan dikendali
lan Timbalan Pendakwa
Raya Muhammad Asyraf Md
Kamal dan Farra Nor Azura
Jumuddin, manakala ke-
dua-dua OKS diwakili pe-
guam G  Subramaniam
Nair.

Terdahulu, Subramaniam
memohon mahkamah me
netapkan jaminan rendah
bagi kesemua OKS kerana
menanggung keluarga, se
lain memaklumkan anak
guamnya memberi kerjasa
ma untuk membantu sia
satan.

Bagaimanapun, Muham
mad Asyraf mencadangkan
jaminan lebih tinggi beriku-
tan peruntukan hukuman
bagi semua pertuduhan ada
lah tinggi.

Jailani juga menetapkan
30 April sebagai tarikh se-
butan semula.
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Residu Lynas tidak bawa pencemaran

KUANTAN - Tidak adil
untuk membandingkan
residu Lynas dengan pen-
cemaran Sungai Kim Kim
Johor, kata Pengurus Besar
Keselamatan/Pengurusan
Radiasi, Lynas Advance
Materials Plant (LAMP),
Profesor Dr Ismail Bahari.

Menurutnya, kilang
pengeluar bahan nadir
bumi itu telah dipantau
dari hari pertama ia bero-
perasi pada 2012 dan tidak
pernah ada satu kejadian
yang menyebabkan se-
barang risiko berlaku kepa-
da umum.

“Lynas dipantau malah
sebelum kami memulakan
operasi lagi. Sekiranya Ly-
nas gagal mematuhi pera-
turan-peraturan yang dite-
tapkan sudah tentu
dihukum lama dahulu, baik
dengan kerajaan sebelum

Lynas simpan 1.2juta tan sisa betjadual? 7

KUANTAN - Memasuki
usta twjuh tabun, operast
hlanngzs Malavsia Sdo
Bhdyangmemprosesnadyy <2
bunu di Pusat Penndustry
an Gebeng, dekat sini. se-
kali lagi menumbulkan tan
datanva a}:tmsarm Lynas.

kan di bawah Wm" yang

Dari kiei. Jade, Chean Cling dan Kai Ping menuniidon Lapocan AIE.
tara perbezaan jamlah tan Komuniti DUN Sem
dlbenaxtan p

bagi mengetahui da -

Keratan Sinar Harian semalam berkenaan isu yang dibangkitkan

oleh aktivis Anti Lynas (SMSL).

an ketika mengulas menge-
nai kenyataan Penasihat
Undang-Undang Save Ma-
laysia Stop Lynas (SMSL),
Hon Kai Ping tentang pe-
nyimpanan jumlah sisa
berjadual meningkat se-
hingga melebihi satu juta
tan di loji Lynas selain me-

mengapa tidak? Ia disim-
pan sebelum kita dapat
mengkomersialkan,” kata-
nya.

Beliau berkata walau-
pun jawatankuasa peme-
riksaan eksekutif yang di-
lantik oleh Kementerian
Tenaga, Sains, Teknologi,

PRU mahupun kerajaan  ngaitkan dengan isu pen-  Alam Sekitar dan Kemen-
hari ini. cemaran di Sungai KIm terian Perubahan Iklim
“Bukti dan data disedi-  Kim,Johor. menyatakan dalam lapor-
akan kepada orang ramai,” “Kamimempunyaidata annya bahawa terdapat
tidak adil untuk memban-  dan analisis yangdilakukan ~ pencemaran dalam sampel
dingkan Lynas dengan Su-  oleh Sirim yang menunjuk-  air bawah tanah, jawatan-
ngai Kim Kim kerana ia  kan ia tidak toksik. Sekira-  kuasa itu tidak pernah me-
tidak sama,” katanya. ~ nyaiatidak toksikdanbo-  nudingjari atau menyalah-
Beliau berkata demiki- leh digunakan semula, kan Lynas.
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Air sampah punca tercemar: JAS Johor

JABATAN Alam Sekitar terdapat limpahan air sam-
(JAS) Johor mengesahkan ﬂ\ pah.
pencemaran di Sungai Ulu i3 Katanya, sampel yang
Benut dan Sungai Machap, PN diambil akan diserahkan
dekat Simpang Renggam (o kepada Jabatan Kimia un-
hingga menyebabkan kema- 3 tuk dianalisis.
tian ikan berpunca daripada . ~ Sementara itu, pendu-
air sampah dari tapak pelu- j duk di tiga mukim iaitu
pusan sampah berdekatan. < Mukim Benut, Mukim Su-
Pengarahnya, Datuk Dr S ngai Pinggan dan sebaha-
Mohammad Ezanni Mat & gian Mukim Ayer Baloi
Salleh berkata, siasatan awal MOHAMMAD EZANNI mengalami gangguan be-
mendapati kematian ikan di kalan air. : '
dua sungai tersebut disebabkan kan- Penyelaras DUN Benut, Zulkifly
dungan ammonia tinggi, kesan dari-  Tasreprberkata, gangguan bekalan air
pada limpahan air sampah dari tapak  itu mengejutkan.
pelupusan itu. Bagaimanapun katanya, penduduk
"JAS sudah jalankan siasatan sema- ~ membuat persiapan awal dengan me-
lam, sampel di sungai itu juga sudah  nyediakan simpanan air bagi berdepan
diambil dan kita juga sudah mengenal ~ dengan bekalan air berjadual.

pasti punca pencemaran adalah dari
tapak pelupusan sampah di Simpang
Renggam.

"Kita giat jalankan siasatan dan akan
siapkan kertas siasatan segera," katanya
ketika dihubungi, semalam.

Mohammad Ezanni berkata, siasa-
tan awal juga mendapati benteng tapak
pelupusan sampah di kawasan terbabit

Ketua Kampung Kawasan 1 Parit
Makuaseng, Asmadi Bachok@ Mohd
Nawai pula berkata, ketiadaan bekalan
air memberi kesan kepada penduduk
terutama bagi yang mengadakan ken-
duri perkahwinan.

Bagaimanapun katanya, bekalan
air dihantar Jabatan Bomba dan Penye- -

- lamat melegakan tuan rumah.
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‘Dua pengarah, kilang tayar
'kena dakwa cemar sungai

© Tertuduh
mengaku tak
bersalah semua
15 pertuduhan

Oleh Mohamed Farid Noh
farid_noh@bh.com.my

Ik Joh lohor Bahru

ebuah kilang pemprose-
s san tayar terpakai, P Tech

Resources Sdn Bhd dan dua
lelaki termasuk seorang warga
Singapura didakwa di Mahka-
mah Sesyen Johor Bahru atas
15 pertuduhan masing-masing
membabitkan kesalahan gagal
mematuhi pemantauan udara
: bersih dan buangan terjadual
i+ di Sungai Kim Kim.

Tertuduh, Wang Jing Chao,
34, warga Singapura, dan Yap
Yoke Liang, 36, yang juga Orang
Kena Saman (OKS) masing-ma-
sing mengaku tidak bersalah ter-
hadap semua pertuduhan yang
dibacakan di hadapan Hakim
Jailani Rahman, semalam.

Jing Chao dan Yoke Liang
masing-masing sebagai penga-
rah kilang berkenaan didakwa
atas tujuh pertuduhan memba-
bitkan pembuangan terjadual,
iaitu gagal membuat pemberita-
huan mengenai buangan terja-
dual yang ditetapkan di bawah
Peraturan 3(1), Peraturan-Pera-
turan Kualiti Alam Sekeliling
(Buangan Terjadual) 2005, Akta
Kualiti Alam Sekeliling 1974
(Akta 127).

Ia membawa hukuman
denda maksimum RM10,000
atau penjara maksimum seta-
hun atau kedua-duanya sekali,
jika sabit kesalahan.

Kedua-dua mereka juga di-
dakwa atas lapan pertuduhan
membabitkan udara bersih

iaitu gagal menjalankan peman- -

tauan berkala di bawah Pera-
turan-Peraturan Kualiti Alam
Sekeliling (Udara Bersih) 2014,
akta yang sama.

Ia membawa hukuman
denda maksimum RM100,00
atau penjara maksimum dua
tahun, jika sabit kesalahan.

Kilang terbabit turut didakwa
atas 15 pertuduhan sama yang
diwakili dua OKS berkenaan.

Semua kesalahan dilakukan

di PLO 113, Jalan Nibong 3,
Kawasan Perindustrian Tanjung
Langsat, Pasir Gudang, kira-kira
jam 12.05 tengah harl pada 11
Mac lalu.

Ikat jamin nuux,ooo
Mahkamah memerintahkan
Jing Chao dan Yoke Liang
masing-masing diikat jamin
RM141,000 dengan seorang
penjamin atas semua kesalahan
terbabit.

Bagaimanapun, Jing Chao
dikenakan syarat tambahan
iaitu penjamin perlu warga Ma-
laysia, selain melaporkan diri ke
Balai Polis Pasir Gudang setiap
satu hari bulan sehingga kes
saman itu, selesai.

_ Pendakwaan dikendalikan

[FOTO HAIRUL ANUAR RAHIM/BH]

Yoke Liang (kanan) dan Jing Chao dnrmgl polis ke Mahkamah Sesyen Johor Bahru, semalam

Timbalan Pendakwa Raya
Putrajaya Muhammad Asyraf
Kamal dan Farra Nor Azura
Jumuddin, manakala semua
tertuduh diwakili peguam, G
Subramaniam Nair.

Kelmarin, Jing Chao dan
Yoke Liang mengaku tidak
bersalah atas satu pertuduhan
melupuskan buangan terjadu-
al iaitu buangan minyak atau
enap cemar berminyak ke
Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir Gudang
pada 7 Mac lalu.

Yoke Liang diperintah diikat
jamin sebanyak RM250,000 de-
ngan seorang penjamin dan
pasportnya diserahkan kepada
mahkamah, manakala Jing
Chao yang juga warga Singapu-
ra, tidak ditawarkan jaminan.
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Sejauh mana pencemaran

s :::lr‘mrklhmd gasta ini akan berterusan dan apakah
meor.ahmad@bh.com.my * langkah yang boleh diambil bagi

asi serta ikan

. £ pelajar tidak terkesan dengan

* Pasir perkara itu?
Menjawab persoalan ini, Ketua

3 3 encemaran di Sungai Kim Keselamatan dan Kesihatan
Kim, di sini sejak 7Maclalu  Makmal, Fakulti Sains dan Tekno-
banyak mendapat perhati- logi (FST), Universiti Kebangsaan

an dan reaksi daripada pelbagai Malaysia (UKM), Dr Darfizzi
i pihak. Derawi, berkata pencemaran ber-

Kementerian Pendidikan turut  laku akibat sikap dan tindakan
memutuskan untuk menutup 111 yang tidak bertanggungjawab

. : ; kolah di Pasir Gudang serta- ha kilang yang mem-
e Pela]ar DerlU ambll ; merta susulan pencemaran sisa  buang sisa kimia secara haram.
bahan kimia berkenaan, baru- Lihat M.26

langkah berjaga-jaga, ] P
hindari kawasan ,
tercemar
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Terdedah kepada penyakit berbahaya

© Sisa bahan
kimia boleh
Jadi penyebab
penyakit
kronik

Dari Muka 25

Beliau berkata, sisa kimia
yang dikenal pasti terdiri
daripada sisa organik yang
berisiko tinggi dan berba-
haya terhadap kesihatan
masyarakat sekitar antara-

nya akrilonitril, akrolein dan .

benzena.
“Sisa berkenaan boleh
terhasil daripada proses

pirolisis tayar terpakai yang v

dilakukan pada suhu dan
tekanan tinggi.

“Sebatian kimia yang
terhasil daripada proses
pirolisis tayar terpakai
adalah bersifat toksik dan
karsinogen sehingga boleh

+ menyebabkan risiko untuk
mendapat penyakit kanser
bagi yang terdedah secara
berterusan dalam tempoh
masa yang panjang,” kata-
nya ketika dihubungi, baru-
baru ini.

Beliau yang juga Pensya-
rah Kanan (Kimia) di Pusat
Bahan Termaju dan Swmber
Keterbaharuan, FST, UKM
berkata, setiap bahan kimia
berbahaya mempunyai Had

Anggota HAZMAT Jabatan Bol

. -

B

mba dan Penyelamat Malaysia (JBPM) meinjnu keadaan kualiti

udara menggunakan alat pengesan gas di Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir Gudang, baru-baru ini.

Pendedahan yang Dibe-
narkan (PEL).

Mengulas lanjut, Dr Darfiz-
zi berkata, PEL bagi setiap
bahan kimia terbabit sela-
lunya diukur dalam unit
bahagian per juta (ppm)
untuk suatu tempoh masa
lapan jam atau berdasarkan
had siling yang dibenarkan
dalam suatu tempoh masa
ditetapkan.

“Ini bermakna, jika seseo-

rang terdedah melebihi nilai
PEL ditetapkan, individu ter-
babit boleh mendapat sakit
dan nyawanya mungkin
terancam dalam tempoh
waktu yang singkat.

* “Memandangkan bilik
darjah di sekolah bersifat ter-

lahan,” katanya.

Beliau juga tidak meno-
lak kemungkinan makanan
yang dijual di kantin seko-
lah tercemar dengan bahan
kimia toksik tersebar sepan-
jang tempoh penyediaan
dan penyajian hingga boleh

buka dan d aliran

bkan keracunan

udara secara terus dari luar,
maka pelajar adalah golo-
ngan paling berisiko untuk
mendapat kesan secara terus
dalam jangka masa lama
sepanjang tempoh perseko-

makanan kepada pelajar.
“Udara yang tercemar
boleh mendatangkan kera-
cunan terhadap makanan
jika terkena gas toksik ber-
kenaan,” kata Dr Darfizzi.

I g

[ Tiga kaedah W‘
kemasukan |
bahan toksik ke |
dalam badan i

Pernafasan ‘
Serapan melalui kulit

| 2 Termakan: Jerapan gas |
toksik yang tersebar bebas |
pada makanan boleh
mendatangkan kesan
keracunan apabila makanan
tercemar dimakan

Beliau juga menasihatkan
pelajar supaya memakai
penutup hidung dan mulut
Jenis R95 yang berfungsi
untuk menapis sebatian
organik atau berasaskan
minyak.

“Elakkan daripada
memakai penutup hidung
dan mulut jenis N95 kerana
ia tidak berfungsi untuk
menapis sebatian organik.

“Pelajar juga disarankan
pergi bercuti atau pulang
ke kampung bersama-sama
keluarga untuk keluar dari
radius kawasan terjejas buat
seketika sehingga kawasan
berkenaan bebas daripada
sisa kimia,” katanya.

Dr Darfizzi Derawi

Beliau .berpendapat,
langkah pengawalan jangka
masa panjang perlu dilaksa-
nakan oleh pihak berkuasa
supaya kejadian sebegini
tidak berulang.

“Antara langkah yang
boleh dimulakan adalah
dengan memberikan pen-
didikan serta latihan secara
berkala dan berterusan
terhadap pengusaha kilang
mengenai kepentingan
untuk melupuskan sisa
kimia mengikut prosedur
yang ditetapkan.

“Pihak Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS) boleh mela-
kukan semula Penilaian
Impak Alam Sekitar (EIA)
dengan mengambil kira
faktor pertambahan sektor
industri berasaskan kimia
di kawasan sekitar Pasir
Gudang,” katanya.

Tangguh aktiviti luar, tunggu keadaan pulih

Eealla Lssmges- Scmua pela-
jar di Pasir Gudang dinasiha-
ti supaya memberhentikan
aktiviti luar dan sentiasa
memakai penutup mulut
dan hidung atau topeng
jenis R95, ekoran pence-
maran sisa bahan kimia di
Sungai Kim Kim, baru-baru
ini. .

Ketua Pusat Penyelidikdn
Sains dan Teknologi Katali-
sis (PutraCAT), Universiti
Putra Malaysia (UPM), Prof
Dr Taufiq Yap Yun Hin, ber-
kata jika pelajar mengalami
tanda keracunan antara-
nya mual, pening kepala
atau muntah, mereka perlu
segera mendapatkan rawa-
tan perubatan dengan kadar
segera.

“Wap bahan kimia yang
tercemar iaitu benzena dan
akrilonitril seperti yang
dilaporkan amat memba-

hayakan kesihatan kerana
bersifat toksik, selain pende-
dahan yang berpanjangan
boleh menyebabkan risiko
untuk mendapat kanser.

“Pelajar juga perlu mandi
dengan kerap jika terpaksa
berada di luar rumah bagi
mengelakkan kemungkinan
sisa kimia terkena anggota
badan dan merebak kepada
orang lain,” katanya kepada
BH Minda, baru-baru ini.

Pencemaran yang berla-
ku di Pasir Gudang menye-
babkan hampir 3,976 kes
direkodkan sejak 7 Mac lalu.

BH Minda difahamkan
terdapat lapan sebatian
kimia berbahaya disahkan
dibuang di Sungai Kim
Kim, Pasir Gudang antara-
nya ialah metana, hidrogen
klorida, akrilonitril, akrolein,
benzena, toulena, xylene dan
limonene.

Mengulas lanjut, Prof
Taufiq Yap berkata, pen-
dedahan terhadap gas
toksik dalam tempoh
waktu yang panjang boleh
meningkatkan risiko untuk
terjadinya kerosakan organ
dalaman.

[Patuhi arahang
“Ibu bapa dan penguat kuasa

tempatan perlu mengambil
tindakan bagi membendung
pelajar dan orang ramai
berada di persekitaran luar,
terutama berhampiran
kawasan terjejas,” katanya.

Beliau juga menasi-
hatkan pelajar di kawasan
terjejas perlu mengikut
semua arahan yang dikelu-
arkan oleh pihak Kemente-
rian Pendidikan dan pihak
berkuasa.

“Jika perlu, tangguhkan
dulu semua aktiviti luar

Dr Taufig Yap Yun Hin

sehingga keadaan disahkan
pulih,” katanya.

Walaupun kadar pembe-
basan gas sudah berkura-
ngan, beliau berkata, pihak
berkaitan disarankan untuk
terus memantau saliran
sungai supaya kejadian itu
tidak berulang.

Pelajar dan uru diusihutkan sentiasa memakai penutu mulut
dan hidung untuk langkah pencegahan.

“Pemantauan berterusan
juga perlu dilakukan supaya
sungai di negara ini senti-
asa terpelihara dan bersih
daripada pencemaran sisa
industri yang bersifat toksik
sehingga boleh menjejaskan

kesihatan orang ramai.

“Diharap pihak industri
yang terbabit dalam pem-
buangan sisa kimia terus
dipantau bagi memastikan
kejadian sama tidak beru-
lang,” katanya.
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Hadapi 15 pertuduhan menyebabkan pencemaran, membuang sisa terjadual

Dua pengarah syarikat didakwa lagi

Oleh SHARKAWI LONDING

OHOR BAHRU - Dua pe-

ngarah syarikat memproses

tayar terpakai sekali lagi di-
hadapkan ke Mahkamah Sesyen
di sini semalam masing-masing
atas 15 pertuduhan berkaitan
pencemaran di Sungai Kim Kim,
Pasir Gudang pada awal bulan
ini.

Yap Yoke Liang, 42, dan Wang
Jing Choa, 34, warga Singapu-
ra selaku Orang Kena Saman
(OKS) masing-masing didakwa
atas lapan pertuduhan me-
nyebabkan pencemaran udara
dan tujuh pertuduhan mem-
buang sisa terjadual ke dalam
sungai tersebut.

Kedua-duanya mengaku tidak
bersalah di hadapan Hakim
Jailani Rahman.

Mengikut pertuduhan meli-
batkan pembuangan terjadual
itu, Yoke Liang dan Jing Choa
didakwa gagal membuat pem-
beritahuan tentang buangan

-. ”

KERATAN Kosmo! semalam.

terjadual yang dihasilkan dalam
masa 30 hari dari tarikh penge-
luaran buangan terjadual seperti
ditetapkan di bawah Peraturan
3(1), Peraturan-Peraturan Kuali-
ti Alam Sekeliling (Buangan Ter-
jadual) 2005, Akta Kualiti Alam
Sekeliling 1974 (Akta 127).

Sabit  kesalahan, mereka
boleh didenda tidak melebihi
RMI10,000 atau dipenjara se-
hingga setahun atau kedua-du-
anya. %

Perbuatan itu dilakukan pada
pukul 12.25 tengah hari, 11 Mac
lalu di P Tech Resources Sdn.
Bhd. di PLO 113, Jalan Nibong 2,

Kawasan Perindustrian Tanjung
Langsat, Pasir Gudang.

Bagi pertuduhan melibatkan
pencemaran udara bersih pula,
Jing Choa didakwa gagal men-
jalankan pemantauan berkala di
bawah peraturan sama manaka-
la Yoke Liang pula dituduh ga-
gal menyelenggara rekod bagi
proses pengilangan dan peman-
tauan prestasi sistem kawalan
pencemaran udara sebagaimana
ditentukan peraturan tersebut.

Kesalahan itu dilakukan di tem-
pat pada masa dan tarikh sama.

Mahkamah membenar-
kan setiap tertuduh dijamin
RM15,000 bagi setiap pertudu-
han melibatkan pembuangan
terjadual dan RM3,000 seorang
bagi setiap pertuduhan pence-
maran udara bersih.

Mahkamah turut mengarah-
kan “Yoke Lmng dan Jing Choa
diikat jamin dengan seorang
penjamin, namun penjamin Ji
Choa haruslah warga Ma £
Sementara itu, pada pl‘osndmg

JING CHOA (belakang) dan Yoke Liang (depan) dibawa polis untuk
pertuduhan menyebabkan pencemaran udara dan membuang sisa terjadual
di Mahkamah Sesyen Johor Bahru semalam.

yang sama, pendakwaan turut
mengemukakan 15 pertuduhan
sama ke atas kilang, P Tech Re-
sources Sdn. Bhd.

Yoke Liang dan Jing Choa
yang menjadi wakil syarikat itu
mengaku tidak bersalah atas

pertuduhan tersebut.

Kosmo! semalam melaporkan
seorang pemandu lori dan dua
pengarah syarikat didakwa atas
pertuduhan membuang dan ber-
subahat melupuskan bahan sisa
toksik ke dalam Sungai Kim Kim.
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Kuching: Belum ada tanda
ancaman jerebu lebih serius
bakal melanda walaupun ba
nyak lokasi di negara ini me
ngalami cuaca panas.

Ketua Pengarah Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS), Datuk Dr
Ahmad Kamarulnajuib Che
Ibrahim berkata, walaupun
jerebu berlaku di satu dua
tempat, namun tahap kese
riusan tidak begitu ketara.

“Ada beberapa kawasan
mengalami hujan lebat dan di
Sarawak pun ada berlaku hu
jan lebat, jadi jerebu semakin

Tahap jerebu semakin kurang

kKurang. Sonwmaﬁgnya JAS
sentiasa memantau situasi
dan titik panas mengguna
kan data Pusat Meterologi
ASEAN vyang berpusat di
Singapura.

“Menerusi sistem ini, Kita
mampu membuat ramalan
sama ada berlaku potensi
membabitkan pergerakan je-
kebu rentas sempadan,” ka-
tanya selepas menghadiri

Majlis Menandatangani Me
morandum  Persefahaman
(MoU) Bagi Kerjasama Dalam
Perlaksanaan Program Alam
Sekitar, semalam.

Pada majlis itu, sembilan
organisasi menandatangani
MoU membabitkan Institut
Latihan Perindustrian Kota
Samarahan, Pusat Pemba-
ngunan Kemahiran Sarawak
IlImu Sdn Bhd (i-CATS), Sa-
rawak Energy Berhad (SEB),

Petronas Carigali Sdn Bhd
(Aset Minyak Sarawak), Sa-
rawak Shell Berhad dan Tri-
enekens (Sarawak) Sdn
Bhd.

Sementara itu, Ahmad Ka
marulnajuib berkata, pihak-
nya mengalu-alukan Kkerja
sama syarikat swasta menga-
mbil bahagian dalam kem-
pen penjagaan alam sekitar
di negara ini.
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Utility cut for illegal factories in S'gor

SPAN and Energy Commission to disconnect water and power supply soon

THE Selangor government will cut
water and electricity supply to
illegal factories to ensure they
cease operations.

State Local Government, Public
Transport, and New Village
Development Committee chairman

Ng Sze Han said they orking
with the ERErgy ion and
National Water Service: 3
Commission (SPAN) to cut the
supplies.

He said this in response to a

question by Tony Leong Tuck Chee
(PH-Pandamaran). ¢
“From eur experience in KuaTa
Langat, a total supply cut is the
most effective way to ensure these

factories stop operating.
“We will continue our disgus-
sions wi AN an
0 ensure supply is
. he said. ;

Ng said he was informed by the
commission that a letter from local

“ councils was needed recommend-

ing the supply cut for illegal facto-
ries.

He said the state would ensure
all enforcement action on illegal

- factories would include follow-up

letters to the commission and SPAN
for supply termination.

There are 107 illegal plastic
factories in six local councils.

Of this, 99 were given closure
notices and 48 were permanently
closed during integrated .

operations involving other

enforcement agencies.
Ng said local councils will
continue to work with the

to monitor and take action against
illegal factories.

DOE, he said, brought six cases
to court with total fine of
RM389,000 and one-day jail
sentence.

From July last year to this
February, DOE investigated 127
illegal factory cases of which 50

faced court action.

Separately, Ng in a question by
Michelle Ng (PH-Subang Jaya) said
the Subang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPS]) during its finance commit-
tee meeting last month decided to
implement the Smart Selangor
Parking.

Currently, the local council is tied
to a contract with Godell Sdn Bhd
which ends on March 31, 2022. He
added that MPS] sent a letter to the
company and was awaiting a reply.
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By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: A used tyre-process-
ing company and two of its direc-
tors pleaded not guilty at the
Sessions Court here to a total of 45
charges for polluting Sungai Kim
Kim in Pasir Gudang.

Singaporean Wang Jing Chao, 34,
his Malaysian business partner Yap
Yoke Liang and their company, P
Tech Resources Sdn Bhd, have been
charged with 15 counts each.

According to the charges, Wang
and Yap fa
pany’s sch

They were alleged to have com-
mitted the offences on March 12 at
around 12.25pm at P Tech Resources
Sdn Bhd, located at Jalan Nibong 2

in the Tanjung Langsat Industrial
Area.

The two (Were also alleged to have
caused air pollution for failing to
carry out regular monitoring under
the same rule at the same location,
time and date.

Wang and Yap could be fined a
maximum of RM100,000, jail up
to two years or both upon convic-
tion.

The two also pleaded not guilty
on the company’s behaif.

Sessions court judge Jailani
Rahman set bail at RM15,000 for
each of the accused involved in the
scheduled waste charges and anoth-
er RM3,000 for air pollution.

The mention date has been fixed
for April 30.

Jailani also ordered Wang to have
a Malaysian surety and to report to
the Pasir Gudang police station on
the first day of every month until
the case is over.

Deputy  Public  Prosecutor
Muhammad Asyraf Md Kamal and
Farra Nor Azura Jumuddin prose-
cuted while lawyer G. Subramaniam
Nair represented the accused.

On Sunday (March 24), Wang and
Yap, together with the company’s
lorry driver N. Maridass, were also
charged for allegedly dumping
chemical waste into Sungai Kim
Kim, an offence that falls under
Section 34B(1)(a) of the Environ-
ment Quality Act 1974.

Yap and Wang were also charged
under Section 42 of the same Act.

If convicted, they can be jailed up

to five years and fined a maximum - §

of RM500,000.

The Sessions Court slapped. an
RM100,000 bail on Maridass and
RM250,000 on Yap in one surety
each.

Yap was ordered to hand over his
passport while Wang was not
offered bail, as he is a foreigner.

irectors claim trial to river pollution

Company heads plead not guilty to 45 charges over Sungai Kim Kim disaster

Waiting for trial: Yap (left) and Wang pleaded guilty for themselves and
on behalf of their employer, P Tech Resources. — Bernama -
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By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Johor: Ruler Sultan
Ibrahim Ibni Almarhum Sultan
Iskandar wants the authorities to
investigate two other rivers that are
allegedly polluted.

His Majesty decreed that he want-

ed the authorities to investigate the -

pollution in Sungai Ulu Benut and
Sungai Machap in Simpang Reng-
gam that caused many fish to die in
order to prevent a repeat of the
Sungai Kim Kim incident.

His Majesty also wanted the rele-
vant authorities to immediately
submit a report on the two polluted
rivers.

“This is an irresponsible action,”

His Majesty said to the Royal Press
Office, which is posted on Sultan
Ibrahim’s official Facebook page.

Mat Salleh said they had
“already conducted investigations
on the two rivers,

identified those allegedly responsi-

He said the department has also .

Johor Sultan decrees probe for polluters of two other rivers

ble for polluting the rivers.
“Evidence is collected to allow
court action against those responsi-
ble for the act.”
He also said they have issued four
compounds on the companies

children, in' Pasir Gudang were
affected after chemical waste was
dumped into Sungai Kim Kim, forc-
ing the government to close 111
schools in the area last week.

Two directors and a lorry driver

which polluted the rivers. of a used tyre-processing company
He declined to elaborate as the have already been -charged in the
case is still being investigated. Sessions Court here for polluting

Thousands of people, including the river.
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Some businesses have already ditched plastic: Drinka Cafe only uses metal straws.

Our plastic love affair

A recent survey reveals that, while Malaysians think the environment is important,
we continue to use environmentally unfriendly single-use plastic items like straws.

By SIM LEOI LEOI and
HEMANANTHANI SIVANANDAM
star2@thestar.com.my

WHENEVER public relations man-
ager Victoria Brown says she
doesn’t want a straw when she
orders a drink, she always gets
asked why by the waiters.

“Some waiters don't understand
‘no straw, please’ or ‘tak nak straw’.

“Despite me saying no plastic
straw, I would still receive one.

“I guess it is almost a habit for
them to pair a plastic straw with a
cold drink!” says Brown, who
remembers watching the now
much-viralled video of a turtle with
a straw stuck up its nostril.

The eight-minute long video -
which has chalked up 34 million
views on YouTube so far - shows a
marine biologist removing a straw
from one of the sea creature’s nos-
trils.

“I remember seeing the clear
look of pain on the poor turtle.

“It was then that I felt that I had
to do something to reduce my use
of single-use plastics - and elimi-
nating straws is one of the easiest
ways to do that!

“So I bought some metal straws
with straw cleaners thatd keep in a
pouch in my handbag to use when
I'm out of the house,” says the ani-
mal lover who says she bought her
metal straws online from Lazada
in 2017.

Brown is probably one of the
rare few Malaysians who have
decided to reduce their use of plas-
tic straws.

In fact, the former multimedia
journalist even spearheaded her
own video on the local Tak Nak
Straw (No Straws) movement tak-
ing root in 2017.

Since then, however, Malaysians"
love affair with single-use plastics
like straws and shopping bags has
continued unabated.

e the government has
vowed to wage war against illegal
recycling factories importing mil-
lions of tonnes of plastic wagte into
the country - earning the country
the dubious reputation as the
world’s waste capital - Malaysians
are also contributing to the heaps
of trash, pictures and footage of
which have aired in international
news.

A recent study by survey agency
YouGov Omnibus showed that at
least one in five - or 22% of the
1,013 Malaysians polled - still use
plastic straws daily. There are even
some - one in 10 - who admitted to
using straws several times a day.

Poll results on plastic shopping
bags are even more dismal: One in
four or 24%, SS

Mﬁwﬂwu t
olicy in eateries to be enforced by

{ ‘this year until
. Its ambitious plan is to even-

4
The Dome cafe chain has replaced nonbiodegradable plastic straws with paper ones.

Can't give them up: Hundreds and thousands of plastic straws stacked in a straw factory, awaiting collection
by food and drink businesses. — Photos: Filepic

the biggest role to play.

Only 9% thought that businesses
should take the lead in environ-
mental conservation.

The ent is

tually see the scourge done away
with by 2030.

However, the poll results cast
doubt on whether this goal is
achievable and even whether such
measures will have any impact at
all on the country’s environment
(and reputation).

Currently, only fixed premises -
hypermarkets, pharmacies, and
convenience and department
stores - in Penang and Selangor
are charging customers 20 sen for
plastic bags. A few local and
municipal councils, including
Kuala Lumpur City Hall, have

1o using at least one daily.
Ironically, at the same time,
almost everyone in the survey —
nine in 10 or 91% - believed that
conserving the environment is
important, with almost half - 44%
- thinking that the government has

the no-straw policy
in eateries.

Koo Wee Hon, who started a
Facebook community called
Collect, Reduce and Avoid Waste
for Living (CRAWL), certainly does
not think the measures are
enough.

“From the poll, straws (to be)
given only on request has not
stopped many from still frequently
using them,” says Koo, adding that
he read the survey results with
“disappointment and despair”.

He points out that the imposition
of the pollution charge at hyper-
markets and department stores is
voluntary depending on the indi-
vidual states; and under the
Roadmap, straws on request and
the 20 sen charge will only apply to
non-fixed premises like traders and
hawkers in 2022 and 2025 respec-
tively.

“But (this) remains sadly volun-
tary,” he says.

Even the move to get traders in
the Federal Territories to charge
their customers 20 sen for each
biodegradable plastic bag begin-
ning March 15 is voluntary, as clar-
ified by Federal Territories Minister
Khalid Samad.

Referring to the federal govern-
ment's recent strict enforcement of
the no-smoking law in eateries
nationwide - even in states not
under Pakatan Harapan control —
Koo believes that such a similar
drive is necessary against single-
use plastics.

“Unpopular though to some, the
nationwide smoking ban has been
enforced successfully and widely
accepted.

“The Roadmap should be escalat-
ed to the federal level and jurisdic-
tion, just as the smoking ban was,
and its implementation not be left
at the state level,” he argues.

There must be legislation and
enforcement by the federal govern-
ment against single use plastics for
the Roadmap to work, stresses Koo.

However, the no-smoking ban's
successful implementation is not
just due to the work of federal
enforcement agencies alone.

Despite initial hesitation by some
coffeeshop and restaurant opera-
tors over the possible loss of cus-
tomers and income - with some
even holding protests - many busi-
nesses eventually rallied behind
the policy.

The question now is whether
they will do the same and start say-
ing no to straws and plastic bags as
well.

At the moment, only some of the
bigger fast food chains have such a
policy in place.

Malaysia-Singapore Coffee Shop
Proprietors General Association
president Datuk Ho Su Mong says
his members welcome the govern-
ment’s move to eventually enforce
the no-straw policy in eateries as
such a move would be good for the
environment.

However, he urges the govern-
ment to do more to create aware-

|

ness among customers.

“Even though we are game for it,
we hope the ministries concerned
will have more road shows to cre-
ate awareness among customers.

“Such awareness cannot be just
among businesses,” he says.

Ho says some of his members
have already started providing
recyclable straws, with some even
selling them on their premises.

“But some of our customers
don’t understand this. We try to
explain to them but old habits die
hard,” he says.

Malaysian Indian Muslim
Restaurant Owners Association
president Ayoob Khan Muhamad
Yakub says, from a business point
of view, banning plastic products
would definitely be a challenge for
both business owners and consum-
ers.

“Restaurants may be affected but
the government’s intention is
good,” he says.

Malaysian Nature Society presi-
dent Prof Dr Ahmad Ismail thinks
itis only understandable that busi-
nesses may be reluctant to jump in
on the policy against single-use
plastics.

“Businesses need customers. Not
providing straws or bags may
cause them to lose customers.

“The government needs to solve
the problem by helping businesses
as well as protecting nature,” says
Prof Ahmad, calling for more
aggressive educational pro-
grammes to discourage the public
from using single-use straws and
plastic bags.

There is some encouraging news.

Before coming across the Tak
Nak Straw movement, Brown
never thought about just how
many straws she used whenever
she had a cold drink outside her
home.

“And I would never have thought
about where my used plastic straw
would end up, and the environ-
mental impact it would have,” she
confesses.

And although some people are
curious at first when Brown whips
out her metal straw, nobody has
ever judged or criticised her.

“They didn’t know metal straws
existed. 've been asked a couple of
times where I got the straws from.

“Most family and friends have,
in fact, been very supportive,” she

says.

Which shows that Malaysian
consumers are capable of change -
they just need a push in the right
direction.
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SEALED

USED TYRE PROCESSING
FACTORY SHUT DOWN

Factory allegedly
responsible for
Sungai Kim Kim
pollution

RIZALMAN HAMMIM
JOHOR BARU

rizalman@nstp.com.my

HE used tyre process-

ing factory, believed to

be the source of toxic

pollutants found in
Sungai Kim Kim, has been sealed
by the Department of Environ-
ment (DoE).

Johor DoE director Datuk Dr
Mohammad Ezzani Mat Salleh
said the factory was sealed by the
department on March 11.

“The factory has since ceased
operations.”

A check by the New Straits
Times showed that the factory in
the Tanjung Langsat Industrial
Park, Pasir Gudang,
was locked and no-
body was seen in-
side.

It was reported
that P Tech Re-
sources Sdn Bhd
and two of its direc-
tors, Yap Yoke Liang
and Wang Jing
Chao, were each
charged at the Ses-
sions Court with 15
offences under two
environmental reg-
ulations.

Each faced eight
charges under Reg-
ulation 16(1) of the Environmental
Quality Regulations (Clean Air)
2014 and seven charges under
Regulation 3(1) of the Environ-

Datuk Dr Mohammad
Ezzani Mat Salleh

mental Quality Regulations
(Scheduled Wastes) 2004.

On Sunday, Yap and Wang,
along with lorry
driver N. Maridass,
were charged at the
same court with il-
legally disposing of
scheduled sub-
stances into Sungai
Kim Kim early this
month.

Ezzani said the
factory had been
operating for a year
but could not pro-
vide any informa-
tion about its legal
status.

“That is under the
Jjurisdiction of the
Pasir Gudang Municipal Council
(MPPG).” =

Attempts to contact MPPG
proved futile.

Pollution in
Sungai
Benut,
Simpang
Renggam, is
believed to
have killed
fish in the
river. PIC BY
ADNAN

. IBRAHIM

Ruler: Pollution in Sg Benut,
Sg Machap must be probed

JOHOR BARU: Sultan of Johor Sul-
tan Ibrahim Sultan Iskandar has
ordered the authorities to inves-
tigate the pollution in Sungai Be-
nut and Sungai Machap in Sim-
pang Renggam, Kluang, adding
that it is believed that the con-
tamination has killed fish in the
rivers.

In a Facebook post, he said he
wanted a probe to ensure there
was no repeat of the Sungai Kim
Kim incident. B

“Carry out the investigation
and | want a report on the matter.
Those involved must be held re-

sponsible.

“This (polluting the rivers) is an
irresponsible act.”

Simpang Renggam member of
parliament Dr Maszlee Malik,
who is education minister, was
expected to visit Sungai Benut
yesterday.

Chemical waste dumped into
Sungai Kim Kim recently resulted
in the release of toxic fumes
which sent 1,000 people to hos-
pital, forced the closure of 111
schools in Pasir Gudang and re-
quired a clean-up of the river.
Bernama
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15 more charges levelled
at factory directors

JOHOR BARU: The directors of a
used tyre processing factory
were yesterday charged at the
Sessions Court with 15 offences
under two environmental regu-
lations.

Yap Yoke Liang and Wang Jing
Chao, directors of P Tech Re-
sources Sdn Bhd, were accused of
failing to conduct air quality
monitoring and failing to notify
the authorities about the produc
tion of a scheduled waste.

They were each charged under
Regulation 16(1) of the Environ-
mental Quality Regulations
(Clean Air) 2014 and seven
charges under Regulation 3(1) of
the Environmental Quality Reg-
ulations (Scheduled Waslcsf
2004.

For the offences under Regu-
lation 16(1), they are facing a fine
of not more than RM100,000 or
Jjail of not more than two years, or
both, upon conviction.

For the offences under Regu-
lation 3(1), they are facing a fine of
not more than RM10,000 or jail of
not more than one year, or both,

upon conviction.

Both pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

Judge Jailani Rahman set bail
at RM15,000 for each offence un-
der Regulation 16(1) and
RM3,000 for each offence under
Regulation 3(1), with one surety
for each accused.

Jailani ordered Wang, a Singa-
porean, to report himself at the
Pasir Gudang police station on
the first of each month.

He set April 30 for mention of
the case.

Deputy public prosecutor Mo-
hamad Asyraf Md Kamal ap-
peared for the prosecution, while
the accused were represented by
counsel G. Subramanian Nair.

On Sunday, Yap and Wang,
along with lorry driver N. Mari-
dass were charged at the same
court with illegally disposing of
scheduled substances into Sun-
gai Kim Kim early this month.

Yap and Wang were accused of
conspiring with Maridass to dis-
pose of a scheduled substance
into Sungai Kim Kim using a

P Tech Resources Sdn Bhd directors Yap Yoke Liang (right) and Wang Jing Chao (centre) arriving at

the Sessions Court in Johor Baru yesterday. PIC BY HAIRUL ANUAR RAHIM

tanker trailer without the ap-
proval from the director of the
Department of Environment
(DoE) between 12.0lam and lam
on March 7.

Maridass was accused of dis-

posing of a scheduled substance
into Sungai Kim Kim using a
tanker trailer without the
approval from the director of
the DoE at the same time and
date.

They were all charged under
Section 34B(1)(a) of the Environ-
mental Quality Act 1974, which
carries a maximum five years’ jail
and a fine of not more than
RMS500,000 upon conviction.
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DOWNPOUR

RAIN EASES DRY

Heavy rains cause
flash floods in Klang
Valley and relief in
Sabah, Terengganu

ROSLI ZAKARIA
AND OLIVIA MIWIL
KUALA LUMPUR

cnewsy @nstg.com.my

FTER weeks of pro-

longed hot and dry

weather, rain finally

brought relief to resi-
dents of the Klang Valley, Tereng-
ganu and Sabah yesterday.

The hour-long downpour, how-
ever, caused flash floods in some
parts of the city here.

In Kampung Datuk Keramat,
firemen had to rescue a 15-year-
old disabled person and a 4-
month-old baby trapped in flood-
waters.

B The Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment said several cars were
stranded in the flood.

Keramat Fire and Rescue De-
partment operations comman-
der Suhaimi Abdul Shukor said
floodwaters in Kampung Datuk
Keramat were 3m deep.

The rain also led to several
felled trees in the city’s main ar-
teries, such as Jalan Ampang and
Jalan Genting Klang.

In Kuala Terengganu, early

morning rain brought respite to
the otherwise hot weather with
continuous light drizzle until af-
ternoon as dark clouds from the
South China Sea moved inland.
Six districts — Besut, Setiu, Hu-
lu Terengganu, Kuala-Tereng-
ganu, Kuala Nerus and Marang —
received much-awaited rainfall,
with Besut and Setiu experienc-
ing more than a half hour of rain.
Abdul Rahman Abu Bakar, 65,
of Kampung Pelong in Setiu; said
the rain was a godsend as the

Bukit Merah dam in Taipin%at
alert level, warns Perak DI

IPOH: The water level at the Bukit
Merah dam in Taiping is now at
the alert level due to the heatwave
and dry spell affecting Perak.

The dam supplies water to
more than 22,000ha of padi fields
in the Kerian district, and is a
source of drinking water for more
than 200,000 people. It also sup-
plies water for industrial needs in
Kamunting, Taiping.

State Department of Irrigation
and Drainage (DID) director
Datuk Dr Ahmad Anuar Othman
said the water. level at the man-
made lake had reached 7.56m.

“DID manages the Bukit Merah
Reservoir, while the other two
dams, the Air Kuning dam in Taip-
ing and the Sultan Azlan Shah
dam in Ipoh, are managed by the

Perak Water Board,” he said.

“The water level at the Bukit
Merah dam is at the alert level,
but we are receiving rainfall from
the catchment area. It will im-
prove the water level. The normal
level is at 8.69m.

“We hope the dry spell will not
spark a repeat of the 2016
drought, which was described as
the worst in recent history.”

In 2016, the Bukit Merah dam
had less than 6m of water at its
deepest point, and only had 14 per
cent of water left despite having a
catchment area of 480sq km.

This prompted DID to stop re-
leasing water for plantation and
padi field irrigation following the
drought, which was brought on
by the El Nino phenomenon.

Heavy rains caused flash floods in front of the Setiawangsa LRT station in Kuala Lumpur ;;sterday.

dry spell had affected many peo-
ple, especially farmers.

“The prolonged dry spell is
starting to worry farmers in the
village. Setiu experienced 31 days
without rain and is the second
hottest district after Gerik in Per-
ak, which had been without rain
for 56 days.”

Despite the hot spell, the water
level in Tasik Kenyir remained al-
most unchanged, measuring at
140.48m on Sunday compared
with the reading three weeks ago

at 140.99m.

The lake’s lowest level is 136m
but it had not dropped to that
level since it opened in 1986.

Syarikat Air Terengganu chief
executive officer Atemin Sulong
said household water consump-
tion in the state had increased
from 1,200 litres a day to 1,500
litres a day during the dry spell.

He said the situation in the
state was under control, although
the increase in consumption had
caused low water pressure in

some areas.

“The increase in consumption
was also attributed to farmers
who needed to irrigate their
fields and nurseries that required
watering of their plants,” he
added.

In Kota Kinabalu, Sabahans can
look forward to more rainfall as
the monsoon transition has be-
gun.

State Meteorological Depart-
ment director Ambun Dindang
said the transition, which began
on March 19, would bring more
rain in the state.

“Many places in Sabah have re-
ceived rainfall between March 20
and 23, he said, adding that its
meteorological station in Tawau
showed that scattered rainfall
was recorded in the district.

Ambun said the state, however,
was experiencing the dry season
due to a lack of rainfall.

The Sabah Infrastructure De-
velopment Ministry had, on Sun-
day, said six dams were at critical
level. The dams, in Tawau and
Semporna, had insufficient wa-
ter to meet supply.

Its minister, Datuk Peter An-
thony, gave his assurance that wa-

‘ter tankers would be deployed if

the situation persists, and cloud
seeding would be considered.

It was reported that in Kota Be-
lud, more than 1,000ha of padi
fields had been affected by the
month-long dry spell.

A y S s
Sungai Pahang is seen drying up yesterday, following the heatwave and dry spell in Temerloh. PIC BY

MUHD ASYRAF SAWAL
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BEING close to the equator, the

tutional integration to allow for
a more streamlined and efficient

Adaptlng to climate change

“perpetual summer” in Malaysia
is nothing new. In the past few
weeks, however, the tropical
heat has been amplified, prompt-.
ing many Malaysians (who can
afford it) to reach for their
air-conditioning remote control
to cool themselves down. The El
Nino cycle, the warm phase of
the El Nino-Southern Oscillation,
has arrived yet again and is
forecast to remain until May.

" The hot and dry season of El
Nino is not a new phenomenon
and we should all be familiar
with its effects and the measures
we take to adapt, which includes
staying indoors and keeping
cool, drinking more water and
reducing water wastage.

In fact, this reality has been
reiterated so many times in the
past that we have accepted this
rising temperature trend as just
a passing annual event. How-
ever, this completely dismisses
the fact that we are living w1th an

ly risin,

Inundated: Aerial view of a flooded Kota Baru after Sungai Kelantan
overflowed in 2014. — File pic

energy provision, water supply,
waste removal and information
hnology, and increases suscepti-

g
trend that it is mmcately h.nked to
climate change.

In September last year, Malaysia
submitted its Third National Com-
munication and Second Biennale
Update Report to the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (FCCC). This docu-
ment contains data which showed
that Malaysia’s mean temperature
has been increasing (by 0.13°C to
0.24°C, every 10 years) between
1969 and 2014.

This critical and long-term
warming trend will continue in the
foreseeable years to come if the
clarion call for the world to limit its
temperature increase by 1.5°C
above preindustrial levels (e,
1850-1900) by the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
Special Report falls on deaf ears.

The 1.5°C temperature change
may appeauiecelvmgly negligible,
but scientists have repeatedly
warned that it is enough to have
global-scale implications with
far-reaching and long-term impacts
on the planet’s climate system.
There will be more incidences of
intense and extreme weather pat-
terns (ie, droughts, storms surges,
typhoons, etc), water stress, food
shortages, mass species extinctions,
sea-level rises, diseases, and
increased temperatures in the
years to come.

While the impacts of climate
change affect everyone indiscrimi-
Jnately, populations are dispropor-
tmnately exposed to its risks. The
adverse consequences of climate
change are felt the most by disad-
vantaged and vulnerable popula-
tions, which include mdxgenous
peoples, ¢

bility to disease outbreaks in urban
settings. In the worst-case scenario,
there will be social unrest from
shortages and price spikes of key
commodities, mass emigration,
high unemployment and climatic
disasters.

It is worth noting that Malaysia
is among the countries with the

To date, Malaysia has yet to pro-
duce its National Adaptation Plan
which several developing countries
in the FCCC have embarked on,
and for which the FCCC’s Green
Climate Fund offers resources.

The objective of the Adaptation
Plan is to reduce the country’s vul-
nerability to the impacts of climate
change by building adaptive capac-
ity and resilience. The Plan also
facilitates the coherent and com-

highest urban pop living in
low-elevation coastal zones — there-
fore sea-level rises and erosions
here will inevitably cause a huge
loss of value in land and infrastruc-
ture, economic activities, as well as
the need for massive population
relocation.

The same goes with extreme pre-
cipitation fronprolonged rain-
storms. We’ve had a taste of this
already: Malaysia was over-
whelmed by a massive flood in
December 2014, when continuous
rain caused water levels in rivers
to exceed safety levels in Kelantan,
Pahang, Perak and Terengganu. An
emergency evacuation was urgent-
ly required, and about 60,000 peo-
ple left their homes to seek safe
shelter.

' The damage from the flood’s
#ftermath was estimated at a stag-
gering RM1bil; of this, RM100mil
was used to repair roads in
Kelantan and RM132mil to repair
roads in Terengganu. (Estrada,
M.A.R,, Koutronas, E., Tahir, M., &
Mansor, N. (2017). “Hydrological
Hazard Assessment: The 2014-15
Malaysia Floods”. International
Journal Of Disaster Risk Reduction,
24, 264-270.)

Malaysia, as a party to the Paris
Agreement on climate change, has
committed to reducing its carbon
intensity per capita GDP

on agncu.ltuml\ir coastal liveli-
hoods, and those who live in pover-
ty —all of whom have little means
to cope with climate change
impacts and disasters.

Cities are particularly vulnerable
in that they are immobile, which
becomes a barrier to climate adap-
tation. Climate-induced changes
pose threats to food distribution,

by 45% by 2030 relative to its 2005
levels. However, our actions
towards climate adaptation are
sorely underwhelming. There are
various guidelines, roadmaps and
policies for carbon emission reduc-
tions and in “decarbonizing” the
economy but deliberations on
adaptation strategies are still inad-
equate.

pr ive integration of climate
change adaptation into relevant
new and existing policies, pro-
grammes and activities, especially
development planning processes
and strategies, within all relevant
sectors and at different levels as
appropriate.

At present, the adaptation efforts
in Malaysia appear inadequate,
mainly because the elements of cli-
mate adaptation are embedded
sporadically across various plans
that are mostly silo in nature and,
therefore, fragmented. In
Malaysia’s Third National
Communication, various climate
change vulnerabilities and their
adaptation measures have been
identified according to sectors and,
to some extent, implemented at dif-
ferent scales despite not being cap-
tured holistically in the form of a
National Adaptation Plan.

To name a few, Integrated Flood
Management aims to make effi-
cient use of flood plains to mini-
mise loss of property and life with,
among others, flood mitigation pro-
jects. There is also Integrated River
Basin Management and Flood
Hazard and Flood Risk Mapping to
aid systematic planning and devel-
opment to reduce the risk of floods;
and the Urban Stormwater
Management Manual which pro-
vides design criteria for urban
stormwater management. The
National Coastal Erosion Study and
Integrated Shoreline Management
Plan studies contain adaptation
measures for critical erosion coast-
al areas around the country.

But to articulate these plans in a
larger strategy, one has to go
through all these documents and
find areas for resources and insti-

implementation.

Perhaps the document that
comes close to integrating cli-
mate adaptation plan is the coun-
try’s Third National Physical Plan,
where three broad strategies
towards sustainability and cli-
mate change resilience are pre-
sented. They are: 1. Sustainable
management of natural, food and
heritage resources; 2. Holistic
land-use planning; and 3. Low
carbon cities and sustainable
infrastructure.

Whether these strategiesare
faithfully reflected in subsequent
State Structure Plans and Local
Plans remains arguably missing,
inadequate or inconsistent, and
they are faced with major imple-
mentation barriers despite hav-
ing all these plans spelt out.

Examples include deforesta-
tion, which is still widespread;
clearing of hill-land; destruction
of important coastal ecosystems,
such as mangrove forests which
are nursery grounds for fisheries
and buffer zones against storm
surges; promotion of intensive
transportation networks that focus
heavily on private vehicles instead
of public transportation; large-scale
land reclamation that destroy fish-
ing grounds; and no real commit-
ment to include green infrastruc-
ture in urban planning.

These are just some of the prob-
lems stopping Malaysia from being
truly prepared for climate change
impacts.

While this is not to dismiss the
existing good work that is being
carried out, such as Kedah’s project
to protect the central forest spine,
we must confront the truth that
Malaysia is just not doing enough
domestically on climate actions.

The Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change
Ministry has been given the huge
task of coordinating our climate
actions. It is encouraging that the
Minister Yeo Bee Yin has acknowl-
edged at the climate talks in Poland
last year that Malaysia is “ready to
do more”, indicating the nation’s
ability to take aggressive climate
change action.

‘We must therefore quicken our
pace in coming up with the pro-
posed National Climate Change Act,
speed up the setting up of the long
overdue Climate Change Centre,
and put in place our National
Adaptation Plan. These are just
some measures that are essential if
we are to get our act together.

Malaysia must do better in
ensuring that our planning and
economic decisions are viewed
through a climate-change lens,
because business-as-usual decisions
‘will not protect us from climate
change impacts. The future will be
harsh if we do not place climate
change reality and its impacts at
the core in shaping the country for
our children. We have to act now,
before it is too late.

S.M. MOHAMED IDRIS
President
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Jumlah pampasan
kepada mangsa
pencemaran belum
diputuskan — TPM

KUALA LUMPUR - Tim-
balan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Dr. Wan Azizah
Wan Ismail berkata, kera-
jaan belum memutuskan
jumlah pampasan kepada
mangsa pencemaran sisa
kimia di Sungai Kim Kim,
Pasir Gudang, Johor.

Beliau berkata, kerajaan
pada masa ini memberi
tumpuan terhadap kesi-
hatan dan rawatan kepada
~mangsa serta mencari
langkah pencegahan su-
paya kejadian sama tidak
berulang.

“Kejadian Sungai Kim-
Kim ini baru berlaku, se-
takat ini tanggungjawab
kerajaan adalah untuk

memberikan mereka
(mangsa) rawatan kesiha-
tan yang diperlukan.
“Untuk pampasan, be-
lum lagi dikira berapa
atau bagaimana mahu
diberikan pampasan ke-
Bada mereka,” katanya di

“Dewan Rakyat di sini se-

malam.

Beliau menjawab soalan
tambahan Mohd. Shahar
Abdullah (BN-Paya Besar)
mengenai jumlah bantuan
terhadap mangsa kejadian
pencemaran sisa kimia di
Sungai Kim Kim.

Pencemaran itu me-
nyebabkan hampir 4,000
penduduk termasuk pela-
jar terjejas. - Bernama
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Paras air empangan
utama Selangor baik

SHAH ALAM - Paras air
di tujuh empangan utama
di Selangor berada dalam
keadaan sangat baik iaitu
sekitar 95 hingga 100 pe-
ratus walaupun berdepan
cuaca panas dan kering
pada ketika ini, kata Men-
teri Besar Selangor.
Beliau berkata, secara
keseluruhannya, takungan
kesemua empangan ne-
geri mampu menampung
keperluan Loji Pembersi-
han Air (LPA) dengan per-
mintaan sebanyak 4,800
juta liter air sehari, sepan-
jang musim panas yang di-
jangka berlaku sepanjang
Mac hingga April ini.
“Kita juga sentiasa me-
mantau paras bekalan air
dalam empangan selain
turut melaksanakan off
river storage dan Operasi
Pengepaman Air Kolam
bagi membantu untuk
mengekalkan kapasiti air
sekiranya diperlukan,” ka-

tanya.

Amirudin berkata de-
mikian ketika berucap
pada Majlis Perhimpunan
Bulanan Jabatan-Jabatan
Kerajaan Negeri Selangor
yang dianjurkan Lembaga
Urus Air Selangor di De-
wan Jubli Perak, Bangu-
nan Sultan Salahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah di sini
semalam.

Beliau berkata, status
paras takungan air yang
mencukupi untuk mem-
bekalkan sumber air ke
LPA menyebabkan tiada
operasi pembenihan
awan dilaksanakan se-
takat ini.

“Walaupun berlaku be-
berapa insiden pencemar-
an di kolam takungan air
yang menyebabkan henti
tugas LPA, sumber air
negeri masih terkawal dan
bekalan air kepada rakyat
tidak terganggu,” kata-
nya.- Bernama
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MAKLUM BALAS

Masalah dalam perhatian TNB

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

Aduan pengguna, “Penduduk
Kecewa” yang disiarkan e
Utusan Malaysia pada 16 Mac
2019 bertajuk Lestari Putra
selalu ‘bergelap’ dengan
hormatnya dirujuk.

Untuk makluman, keadaan
bekalan elektrik di Taman
Lestari Putra, Seri Kembangan,
sememangnya dalam perhatian
pihak kami.

Langkah jangka panjang
memperbaiki keadaan yang
sedang kami usahakan
melibatkan pemasangan
dua litar kabel 11kV sejauh
5 kilometer dari Pencawang
Pembahagian Utama (PPU)

Puchong Gateway ke
Pencawang Elektrik (PE)- di
Taman Lestari Putra.

Urusan mendapatkan
kelulusan permit dari pihak
berkuasa yang berkenaan
sedang dalam proses.

Projek ini bagi memastikan
sistem bekalan dapat
menampung permintaan
elektrik yang semakin
meningkat di Taman Lestari
Putra dan kawasan sekitarnya,
sekali gus meningkatkan
keselesaan pengguna yang
terlibat.

Projek yang dijangkakan
siap pada Julai 2019 ini akan
membolehkan bekalan elektrik
lebih berdaya harap.

Sementara itu, sebagai
langkah jangka masa pendek,
kerja-kerja pencegahan
(preventive) atau dari segi
teknikalnya dipanggil feeder
cleansing bagi meningkatkan
daya harap sistem di kawasan
tersebut sedang dijalankan.

Kami mengucapkan terima
kasih di atas kesabaran
penduduk di Taman Lestari
Putra yang terkesan sementara
kerja-kerja naik taraf ini
diusahakan.

WAN NAZMY WAN
MAHMOOD
Pengurus Besar Kanan
(Distribution.Network)
Tenaga Nasional Berhad
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Didakwa lagi masing-masing 15 pertuduhan

JOHOR BAHRU 25 Mac - Dua
pengarah sebuah syarikat pem-
prosesan tayar terpakai yang
semalam didakwa melupuskan
buangan terjadual ke Sungai Kim
Kim, Pasir Gudang, sekali lagi di-
tuduh di Mahkamah Sesyen di
sini, hari ini, masing-masing atas
15 pertuduhan baharu.
Pertuduhan berkenaan mem-
babitkan tujuh kesalahan bersabit
pembuangan. terjadual dan lapan
melibatkan kesalahan pencemaran
udara bersih pada awal bulan ini.
Wang Jing Chao, 34, warga
Singapura dan Yap Yoke Liang,
36, selaku Orang Kena Saman
(OKS) bagaimanapun mengaku
tidak bersalah selepas pertudu-
han itu dibacakan di hadapan
Hakim Jailani Rahman.
Mengikut pertuduhan meli-
batkan pembuangan terjadual
itu, Wang dan Yap didakwa ga-
gal membuat pemberitahuan
tentang buangan terjadual yang
dihasilkan dalam masa 30 hari
dari tarikh pengeluaran bua-
ngan terjadual seperti ditetap-
kan di bawah Peraturan 3(1),
Peraturan-Peraturan Kualiti
Alam Sekeliling (Buangan Ter-
jadual) 2005, Akta Kualiti Alam
Sekeliling 1974 (Akta 127).
Kedua-duanya dituduh me-
lakukan perbuatan itu pada 11
Mac kira-kira 12.25 tengah hari di
P Tech Resources Sdn Bhd di PLO
113, Jalan Nibong 2, Kawasan
Perindustrian Tanjung Langsat,
Pasir Gudang dan boleh dikena-
kan denda tidak lebih RM10,000
atau dipenjara tidak lebih seta-

WANG JING CHAO (belakafig) dan Yap
Sesyen Johor Bahru, semalam. - UTUSAN/NUR AISYAH MAZALAN

hun atau kedua-duanya.

Bagi pertuduhan melibatkan
pencemaran udara bersih pula,
Wang didakwa gagal menjalan-
kan pemantauan berkala di
bawah peraturan sama manaka-
la Yap pula dituduh gagal me-
nyelenggara rekod bagi proses
pengilangan dan pemantauan
prestasi sistem kawalan pence-
maran udara, sebagaimana di-
tentukan peraturan tersebut.

Kesalahan itu turut dilaku-
kan kedua-duanya di tempat,
masa dan tarikh yang -sama.
Oleh itu, kedua-duanya boleh
didenda tidak lebih RM100,000
atau dipenjara tidak lebih dua
tahun atau kedua-duanya.

Mahkamah kemudiannya me-
netapkan 30 April ini untuk sebu-
tan semula dan membenarkan
setiap tertuduh dijamin RM15,000
seorang bagi setiap pertuduhan
melibatkan pembuangan ter-

Yoke Liang dihadapkan ke Mahkamah

jadual dan RM3,000 seorang bagi
setiap pertuduhan melibatkan
pencemaran udara bersih.

Mahkamah turut mengarah-
kan Wang dan Yap diikat jamin
dengan seorang penjamin na-
mun penjamin Wang haruslah
warga Malaysia dan perlu me-
laporkan diri ke Balai Polis Pa-
sir Gudang setiap 1 haribulan
sehingga kes saman itu, selesai.

Proses pendakwaan hari ini
dikendalikan Timbalan Pendakwa
RayaMuhammad AsyrafMd Kamal
manakala Wang dan Yap diwakili
peguam G. Subramaniam Nair.

Sementara itu, pada prosiding
yang sama, pendakwaan turut
mengemukakan 15 pertuduhan
sama ke atas kilang iaitu P Tech Re-
sources Sdn. Bhd.

Wang dan Yap yang menjadi
wakil syarikat itu bagaimanapun
mengaku tidak bersalah terhadap
semua pertuduhan. - BERNAMA
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Kerajaan

Serdang: Kerajaan menim-
bangkan untuk menurunkan
kadar tarif elektrik di negara
ini, susulan penurunan harga
arang batu dan gas di pasaran
antarabangsa.

Perdana Menteri, Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad, berkata ke-
rajaan sentiasa komited untuk
mengurangkan kos sara hidup
rakyat yang semakin mening-
kat.

"Kerajaan sedang meneliti
mengenai perkara itu (cada-
ngan penurunan kadar tarif
elektrik). Apa yang penting kita
mahu kurangkan beban sara

kaji turunkan tarif elektrik

hidup yang ditanggung rakyat
ketika ini.

“Bagaimanapun, kita masih
belum memuktamadkan me-
ngenainya dan ia akan diusul-
kan ke Kabinet,” katanya selepas
melancarkan Program Menta-
kafulkan Penjawat Awam dan
Kerjasama MyCUEPACSCare
dan Pos Malaysia Bhd, di sini,
semalam.

5:{ peratus sumber

elektrik dijana arang batu
Yang turut hadir, Ketua Setiau-
saha Negara, Dr Datuk Seri Dr
Ismail Bakar dan Presiden Kong-

res Kesatuan Pekerja Dalam Per-
khidmatan Awam (CUEPACS),
Datuk Azih Muda.

Perdana Menteri berkata de-
mikian ketika ditanya peran-
cangan kerajaan sama ada akan
menurunkan kadar tarif elek-
trik selari dengan kejatuhan
harga arang batu dan gas asli di
pasaran dunia.

Berdasarkan data# terbaharu
Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB), se-
banyak 53 peratus daripada
sumber elektrik di Malaysia ada-
lah dijana daripada arang batu,
42 peratus daripada gas asli dan
selebihnya berasaskan tenaga

hidro dan tenaga boleh diper-
baharui (RE).

Menurut laporan Reuters
pada 15 Februari lalu, harga
gas asli cecair (LNG) Amerika
Syarikat (AS) susut lebih 40 pe-
ratus sejak Jun tahun lalu ke-
pada AS$6.50 (RM26.50)/MM-
Btu, terendah sejak September
2017.

Manakala harga kargo arang
batu bagi eksport dari Terminal
Newcastle Australia menurun
bagi sukuan sejak pertengahan
2018 kepada bawah AS$90
(RM366) setiap tan buat per-
tama kali sejak 2017.
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WEATHER CHANGES

Little things
we can do to
fight climate
change

A FEW years back, | was com-
paring our country’s weather
with several countries that were
affected by the heatwave. At that
time, the temperature was
around 32°C while neighbouring
countries were hitting the high
40s. 1 felt blessed.

That has changed. The irreg-
ular weather patterns have been
going on for a few years. When it’s
hot, it’s extremely hot; and dur-
ing the monsoon the rains are
non-stop.

We can blame it on climate
change or global warming, but
what caused the climate to
change?

We have been warned countless
times by scientists that if we
don’t act now, it might be too late
to'save our planet earth.

Noticeably, though, more com-
panies are trying to play a part in
reducing global warming, with
the numerous plant-a-tree cam-
paigns nationwide.

Sungai Kenau and Sungai Lembing in Kuantan. Six states are expected to face water shortages due td
the«dry weather and lack of rainfall. PIC BY MUHD ASYRAF SAWAL

But we are still harvesting more
than we are planting back, and

government policies can only do

so much.

We, the citizens, can do more

when we put our heads together.
While it would not be possible to
reverse the effects of climate
change, we can help reduce global
warming,

The first would be to use en-
ergy wisely.

More modern devices are pow-
ered with electricity and we
should use it more efficiently by

unplugging or shutting them
down whenever not in use.

One of the energy efficiency
tips shared by Tenaga Nasional
Bhd is to set our air conditioning
between 23°C and 25°C as this is
cool enough and reduces energy
consumption.

Second, redefine our waste.
Over 23,000 tonnes of waste is
produced daily in Malaysia, ac-
cording to the Global Environ-
ment Centre.

That is 3.5 million times heavier
than a bowling ball.

And almost 19 per cent of thg
waste ends up in our drains
clogging them — one of the rea;
sons for our flash floods, apart
from an inefficient gewerage sys
tem.

Next, we should be using morg
public transport or car pooling o
walking. Less energy is wasted
here. And finally, recycle more of]
ten.

Every little bit we do helps.

ALEXANDER GOH
Cyberjaya
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SERDANG - Kerajaan
mempertimbangkan untuk
menurunkan kadar tarif
elektrik di negara ini beri-
kutan penurunah harga
arang batu dan gas di pasar-
an antarabangsa.

Perdana Menteri, Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
berkata, kerajaan sentiasa
komited untuk mengu-
rangkan kos sara hidup
rakyat yang semakin me-
ningkat.

"Kerajaan sedang me-
neliti mengenai perkara itu
(cadangan penurunan ka-
dar tarif elektrik). Apa yang
penting kita mahu kurang-
kan beban sara hidup di-
tanggung rakyat ketika ini.

"Bagaimanapun, kita
masih belum memukta-
madkan mengenainya dan

Kerajaan pertimbang turunkan kadar tarif elektrik

FOTO: BERNAMA-

ia akan diusulkan ke Kabi-
net," katanya selepas me-
lancarkan Program Men-
takafulkan Penjawat Awam
dan Kerjasama MyCUE-
PACSCare dan Pos Malay-
sia Bhd, di sini, semalam.

Perdana Menteri berka-
ta demikian ketika ditanya
perancangan kerajaan sama
ada akan menurunkan ka-
dar tarif elektrik selari de-
ngan kejatuhan harga arang
batu dan gasasli di pasaran
dunia.

Terdahulu, Dr Mahat-
hir menyaksikan majlis
menandatangani perjanjian d r ¢
kerjasama strategik di an-  pr Mahathir menyaksikan pertukaran MoU antara Ketua Pegawal Operasi PosN
tara Medicara Assistance  Kadir (dua, kiri) dan Pengarah
Sdn Bhd dan Pos Malaysia
Berhad bagi mempromosi-  tiausaha Negara, Dr Datuk ~ Azih Muda. . rancangan untuk membeli
kan program terbabit. Seri Dr Ismail Bakar dan Dr Mahathir berkata, pesawat daripada China.

Hadir sama, Ketua Se-  Presiden Cuepacs, Datuk  buat masa ini kerajaan tiada “Itu hanya cadangan,

iaga Abd Razak Mohd A.
Krishn:

kami belum lagi buat apa-
apa keputusan,” jelas Per-
dana Menteri ketika dita-
nya pemberita mengenai
kenyataan beliau kelmarin,
berhubung Malaysia
mungkin bertindak balas
dengan membeli pesawat
pejuang daripada China
sekiranya Kesatuan Eropah
(EU) terus dengan pendiri-
an diskriminasi terhadap
minyak sawit negara.

Malah kata Dr Mahat-
hir, Malaysia mungkin
langsung tidak membuat
sebarang  pembelian
pesawat.

Ditanya jika ada produk
tertentu daripada China
yang sedang ditimbang, Dr
Mahathir berkata: “Ada
banyak produk yang boleh
kita beli.”




Sultan Ibrahim
mahu pihak
terlibat
bertanggungjawab

ultan Johor, Sultan

Ibrahim Ibni Almar-

hum Sultan Iskan-
dar bertitah mahu pihak
berkuasa segera menyia-
sat pencemaran yang ber-
laku di Sungai Ulu Benut
dan Sungai Machap di
Simpang Renggam.

Titah tersebut berikut-
an pencemaran di dua
sungai tersebut hingga
menyebabkan berlakunya
kematian ikan-ikan di su-
ngai terbabit.

Baginda Tuanku ber-
titah mahu pihak berkua-
sa menjalankan siasatan
secara menyeluruh berhu-
bung pencemaran itu ke-
rana tidak mahu kejadian
seperti di Sungai Kim
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LAPORAN: MOHAMAD NORZAHARUDDIN KASIMON, NOR AZURA MD AMIN, MOHD FIRDAUS YON & SHAFIQ TINO

‘Saya mahu
laporan segera’

Keadaan sungal yang tercemar.

Kim, Pasir Gudang beru-
lang.

Sultan Johor juga
mahu pihak berkuasa ber-
kaitan segera mengemu-
kakan laporan berhubung
pencemaran itu.

"Lakukan siasatan dan
saya juga mahukan lapor-
an segera berhubung per-
kara ini. Sesiapa sahaja

FOTO: FB SULTAN BRAHIM

terlibat perlu bertang-
gungjawab kerana mela-
kukan pencemaran terha-
dap sungai-sungai.

"Ini satu perbuatan |
yang tidak bertanggung-
jawab,” titahnya kepada
Royal Press Office seperti
dipetik dari Facebook
rasminya Sultan Ibrahim
Sultan Iskandar, semalam.

KIRA-KIRA 75,000 pengguna Ran-
hill SAJ di Simpang Renggam, Ayer
Hitam, Kulai, utara Pontian dan ka-
wasan sekitar terjejas apabila terputus
bekalan air akibat pencemaran am-
monia sejak Sabtu lalu.

Ahli Parlimen Simpang Renggam,
Dr Maszlee Malik berkata, sebagai
wakil rakyat, beliau meminta tindak-
an tegas dapat diambil semua agensi
terlibat yang mencemarkan sungai
ini sehingga menimbulkan masalah
kepada fenduduk di Parlimen Sim-
pang Renggam yang terpaksa men-
dapatkan bekalan air secara berja-
dual," katanya semasa sidang media
selepas melawat Loji Rawatan Air
(LRA) Sungai Benut di Kampung
Kolam Air, semalam.

Menurutnya, dalam pertemuan
bersama Ranhill SAJ dan Badan Ka-
wal Selia Air Negeri Johor (BAKAJ)
pada minggu lalu juga, kedua-dua
agensi bersetuju agar sumber air
mentah daripada Empangan Mac-
hap dapat disalirkan ke LRA Sim-
pang Renggam agar penduduk di
kawasan ini tidak mengharapkan
semata-mata sumber air yang telah
tercemar ini.

Kira-kira75,000
pengguna
Ranhill SAJ Sdn
Bhd (Ranhill
SAJ) di
Simpang
Renggam, Ayer
Hitam, Kulai,
utara Pontian
dankawasan
sekitarmya
terjejas apabila
terputus
bekalan air
akibat
pencemaran
ammoni

Sabtu lalu

1/)(1//(1/ u

_ AL-QURAN _
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Hujan renyai pada pagi
semalam ‘menyegarkan’
tanaman petani dari
Kampung Bendang Pak Yong
di sini selepas terjejas
berikutan kemarau sejak
hampir dua bulan lalu.
Mohd Razman Aziz, 41,
bersyukur kerana walaupun
hujan tidak lebat, tapi cukup
untuk membasahkan
tanaman kunyit, tembikai,
padi dan tebu ditanamnya
di tanah seluas enam hektar.
“Namun jika cuaca panas

Tumpat

Hujan rahmat buat tanaman petani

kembali petang ini, barulah
saya mengairi tanaman.

“Hujan pagi memang
membantu daripada segi
pengairan tanaman kerana
boleh menjimatkan
penggunaan enjin untuk
mengepam air dari tali air
dan kolam ke tapak
tanaman,” katanya.

Mohd Razman berkata,

peralihan cuaca memberi
manfaat kepada 400 itik
peliharaannya kerana tidak
perlu mengepam air,
sebaliknya hanya menadah
air hujan untuk semua
itiknya berenang.
Sementara itu, Pengarah
Pejabat Meteorologi
Kelantan, Rabiah Al
Adawiah Zakaria ketika

dihubungi berkata, hujan
renyai pagi ini (semalam)
disebabkan tempoh
peralihan monsun

dan dalam tempoh itu
pertambahan jumlah hujan
dijangka berlaku.

“Kami jangka hujan
berlaku dua hari sehingga
hari ini. Ketika peralihan
monsun, biasanya hujan
turun sebelah petang di
kawasan pedalaman dan
Pantai Barat Semenanjung,”
katanya.
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di Kampung FELDA Chuping.

M N\
FAQRUL Muhaimi Norfazli (kanan) berkongsi air minuman dengan rakan
selepas latihan bola sepak.

Padang Besar

Sudah biasa hidup dalam ‘bahang’

Meskipun Chuping
diwartakan sebagai kawasan
paling panas di negara ini,
penduduk di Kampung Felda
Chuping sudah biasa dengan
keadaan berbahang itu.
Penduduk, Khatijah Abdul
Rahman, 55 berkata, cuaca
sedemikian sudah sebati
dengan dirinya sekeluarga
meskipun ia sedikit

" sebanyak membataskan

aktiviti seharian mereka.

“Kadang-kadang kami
sekeluarga mandi sampai
lima kali pada waktu siang
walaupun duduk di rumah
tanpa melakukan aktiviti
luar.

“Itu belum dikira jika
keluar ke pekan, balik
rumah pasti sekeluarga
berebut menunggu giliran
berendam dalam kolah,”
katanya.

Penjaga pusat Internet
kampung terbabit, Hidzatul
Afni Salbani, 31, mengakui
terpaksa menurunkan suhu
penghawa dingin di tempat
kerjanya setiap hari bagi
menghilangkan bahang.

“Kadang-kadang suhu
di luar rasa membahang
sehingga ruang berkomputer
di dalam pusat ini menerima
kesannya. »

“Beginilah yang dirasakan
penduduk di kawasan ini
setiap tahun, malah sudah
menjadi rutin saya
memastikan ruang ini sejuk
terlebih dulu sebelum ia
dibuka kepada penduduk
setempat.

“Selalunya kanak- kanak
paling suka mengunjungi
pusat ini kerana ingin
merasa kedinginan
penghawa dingin,” katanya.




@\\ LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

LAMPIRAN 30

UKK MESTECC/ 26 MAC 2019

KOSMO (NEGARA): MUKA SURAT 17
TARIKH: 26 MAC 2019 (SELASA)

Tindakan tegas akan dikenakan terhadap individu bertanggungjawab

Sisa industri cemari Sunga| Klang

Oleh MOHD. YUNUS YAKKUB

HAH ALAM - Tindakan
tegas akan dikenakan ter-
hadap individu yang ber-
tanggungjawab membuang sisa
industri ke dalam Sungai Klang
di Jalan Klang Lama, Kuala
Lumpur di sini kelmarin.
Menteri Wilayah Persekutuan,
Khalid Samad berkata, ia bag'i

ngai Kim Kim, tindakan tegas
akan diambil,” katanya ringkas
ketika ditemui pemberita se-
lepas menghadiri Perhimpunan
Peringatan Polis ke-212 pering-
kat Ibu Pejabat Polis Daerah
Shah Alam di sini semalam.
Beliau berkata demikian bagi
mengulas video berdurasi 44
saat berkaitan y

dipetik berkata, beliau men-
erima video tefSebut daripada
rakannya di Jalan Klang Lama,
Kuala Lumpur.

“Cuba lihat bagaimana sisa
buangan mengalir terus ke
dalam sungai kita. YB @tere-
sakok / YB @KhalidSamad sila
ambil tindakan sepatutnya ber-

an yang
dimuat naik kelmarin di laman

lakkan insiden p Twitter Setiausaha Barisan Na-
ran sisa bahan kimia seperti d1 sional Youth Volunteers (BNYV)
Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir Gudang, Pulau Pinang, Mathis Sarawanan.

Johor berulang di Lembah Klang.
Bagaimanapun, beliau enggan
menyatakan secara lanjut sama
ada pihaknya telah mengenal
pasti pelaku tersebut.
“Kalau ada kes seperti di Su-

Video tersebut ditonton lebih
21,000 pengguna laman sosial
itu sehingga menimbulkan rasa
marah mereka terhadap pence-
maran itu.

Menerusi Twitter itu, Mathis

pat  mung|
Kita tidak boleh membiarkan
Jkejadian sepem di Pasir Gudang
berulang lagi,” katanya.

Mathis turut memuat naik
sebuah video lagi berdurasi 24
saat yang mendapat tontonan
6,431 pengguna Twitter selain
sekeping gambar memaparkan
perubahan Sungai Klang susu-
lan pencemaran itu.

PERUBAHAN warna air Sungai Klang di Jalan Klang Lama, sebelum (kiri)
dan selepas dicemari sisa industri kelmarin.
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Penduduk tldak selesa hldu bau busuk

‘Oleh AIMUNI TUAN LAH

GUA MUSANG - Sikap tidak ber-
tanggungjawab penduduk yang mem-
buang sampah sarap di merata tem-
pat menimbulkan rasa kurang senang
pengguna Jalan Rancangan Kema-
juan Tanah (RKT) Kesedar Paloh 1
dan RKT Kesedar Lebir di sini.

Kawasan di tepi jalan itu juga
berbau busuk akibat daripada sisa
sampah yang dibuang individu tidak
bertanggungjawab.

Tinjauan mendapati, persekitaran
jalan berkenaan kotor kerana dipe-
nuhi sampah sarap yang dipercayai
berlarutan lebih setahun lalu.

Seorang pengguna jalan raya,
Mohd. Harun Mohd. Daud, 55,
berkata, individu yang mengambll
jalan mudah dengan membuang
sampah sarap di kawasan itu patut
berhenti berbuat demikian.

Katanya, perbuatan itu bukan sa-
haja menjejaskan kebersihan alam
sekitar tetapi menimbulkan pan-
dangan buruk pengguna Ja]an raya
tersebut.

SAMPAH sarap berselerak di tepi jalan yang menghubungkan RKT Kesedar Paloh1
ke RKT Kesedar Lebir baru-baru ini.

“Semua penduduk harus mencari
tempat yang lebih sesuai sebagai
tempat pembuangan sampah.

“Kita dapat melihat mereka
kurang menjaga kebersihan dan
seharusnya tanggungjawab ber-
sama menjaga kebersihan persekita-
ran,” katanya di sini semalam.

Siti Solehah Solihin, 30, pula ber-

kata,- kedudukan kawasan perkam-
pungan mereka yang jauh me-
:gr?babkan penempatan itu berada
uar kawalan kerajaan tempatan.

“Amalan membuang sampah sarap
di tepi jalan ini adalah tidak baik ke-
rana. mengotorkan pemandangan
dan mendedahkan kepada punca
penyakit,” katanya.
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Norzamira Che Noh

ckalan air di semua
B empangan dan kolam
takungan di Selangor

mencukupi untuk menghadapi
musim kemarau yang dijangka
berlarutan sehingga bulan depan.

Menteri Besar, Amirudin Shari
berkata, bekalan air itu masih pada
Kadar 80 peratus dan dijang" a
cukup menampung permintaan
selama tiga bulan.

“Seperti dinmumkan Menteri
Air, Tanah dan Sumber Asli (Dr
Xavier Jayakumar), negeri ini tidak
berdepan risiko catuan seperti
beberapa negeri Ia

“Secara keseluruhannya,
takungan di semua tujuh
cmpangan negeri dalam keadaan
baik dan mampu menampung
keperluan Loji Pembersihan Air
(LPA) dan permintaan semasa

membantu wkdm m
air diperlukan fika berlaku

kemarau panjang dalam lempuh
sehulan dua ini,” katanya sclepas
Majlis Perhimpunan Bulanan
Jabatan- Jabatan Kerajaan Negeri
Selangor di Dewan Jubli Perak di
sini, semalam,

Hadir sama, Sctiausaha Kerajaan
Negeri, Datuk Mohd Amin Ahmad
Ahya, Speaker Dewan Negeri
Selangor, Ng Suee Lim dan
Pengarah Lembaga Urus Air
Selangor (LUAS), Datuk Hashim
Osman

Kata Amirudin berkata, Operasi
Pembenihan Awan (OPA)
dilakukan di kawasan tadahan dan
lembangan sungai apabila Kapasiti
empangan menurun di bawah
60 peratus

Pada mailis itu, satu sistem vang
dapat mengukur secara tepat
kedudukan air di empangan iaitu

— Bekalan di semua empangan,
kolam di Selangor boleh tampung

keperluan musim kemarau

LUAS Intelligent Support System
(LiSS) turut tlll.lmmk.m scecara
rasmi

Hashim berkata, LiSS dapat
mengawal pelepasan air dari
empangan dan pihaknya akan
terus memaklumkan kepada Air
Selangor sekiranya air dilepaskan
melebihi had

“Pelepasan air di empangan
dilakukan mengikut keperluan
Justeru, tahun lalu Kita dapat
mengawal air pada sckitar 95
ke 100 peratus,” katanya
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ELECTRICITY CHARGES

'LET TARIFFS
BE IN LINE
WITH COAL,
GAS PRICES

This will enable people to gain from any
downward pricing trend, say economists

00! TEE CHING
AND AMIR HISYAM RASID
KUALA LUMPUR

bt@mediaprima.com.my

T’S about time electricity

tariffs were charged accord-

ing to the global movement

of coal and natural gas
prices, said economists.

This would enable businesses
and the masses to benefit from
any downward price movement,
they said when commenting on
Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad’s statement that the
government was mulling lower
power tariffs.

“The government is ¢bnsider-
ing reducing elec-
tricity tariffs in view
of falling coal and
gas prices in the in-
ternational mar-
ket,” he said at the
MyCuepacs Care di-
alogue session with

2.55 sen

Per kilowatt hour

Businesses are required to pay
a surcharge of 2.55 sen per kilo-
watt hour (kWh) from this month
to June due to the higher fuel and
generation costs.

“Any reduction in electricity
tariffs will be welcomed, consid-
ering that starting this
month, businesses have to pay
the surcharge of 2.25 sen per
kWh, which will result in higher
cost of products and services,” he
said.

However, Razman said ‘there
should be a cap on the tariffs so
that when the prices went up
again, the people would not be
too burdened.

Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) us-
es primarily coal
and gas to generate
electricity in meet-
ing more than half
of the country’s
power needs.

"he rest of the
electricity is pro-

the Congress of  surchargetobe paidby  duced by indepen-
Unions of Employ-  businesses from March  gent power produc-
ees in the Publicand to June ers from the private

Civil Services, Medi-
care Assistance Sdn
Bhd and Pos Malaysia Bhd, here,
yesterday.

Spot coal cargo prices for ex-
ports from Australia’s Newcastle
terminal have fallen by a quarter
to below US$90 per tonne since
the middle of last year. %

Asian liquefied natural gas spot
prices for May deliveries report-
edly fell US$0.80 (RM3.25) to
US$4.65 per British thermal unit
yesterday.

Putra Business School business
development manager Prof
Madya Dr Ahmed Razman Abdul
Latiff said reduced tariffs would
increase the disposable income
for the people and allow busi-
nesses to improve their profits.

sector.

Coal, mainly pur-
chased from Indonesia, Aus-
tralia, South Africa and Russia,
makes up 53 per cent of TNB’s
feedstock for power generation.

Gas accounts for 42 per cent of
the raw material mix while the
rest are from renewable sources
such as hydroelectric, biomass,
biogas and solar.

Economist Izzuddin Yussof
said under the Imbalance Cost
Pass-Through mechanism, lower
coal price should lead to a lower
electricity tariff.

“The lower tariff should be ben-
eficial to businesses, especially
the manufacturing sector, as it
will lead to a lower utility cost,” he
said.

UKK MESTECC/ 26 MAC 2019

TARIKH: 26 MAC 2019 (SELASA)



%% LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

UKK MESTECC/ 26 MAC 2019

LAMPIRAN 34
THE STAR (STAR WORLD): MUKA SURAT 22

TARIKH: 26 MAC 2019 (SELASA)

Cyclone lashin

CANBERRA: A slow-moving
cyclone that lashed northwest
Australia was weakening.

The Bureau of Meteorology said
Cyclone Veronica had weakened
from a Category 3 storm, on a scale
in which 5 is the strongest, to a
Category 2, with sustained winds
near its centre of 100kph and wind
gusts of up to 140kph.

The storm was expected to con-
tinue to track west away from the
coast of the sparsely populated
Pilbara region of Western Australia
state and weaken below cyclone
strength, the bureau said yesterday.

There have been no reports of
injuries or major structural damage
from two major cyclones that hit
the Australian coast over the week-
end. But damage assessment had
only just begun yesterday.

About 60,000 people live in the
area most affected by Veronica,
which crossed the Pilbara coast on
Sunday. The iron ore mining region
is said to be generally well prepared
for cyclones that lash its coast fre-
quently.

On Saturday, Category 4 Cyclone
Trevor hit a remote part of the
Northern Territory coast, about
1,600km to the east of the Pilbara
region.

Trevor was downgraded on
Sunday to a tropical low pressure
system as it moved inland.

A " \ -
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Can’t get out: A video screencap sh

Australia. — AP

The more than 2,000 people evac-
uated from Northern Territory
coastal areas in its path have begun
moving back home.

A red alert that warns residents
to find shelter and brace for destruc-

owing an uprooted

tive winds remained in place in
parts of the Pilbara. But that warn-
ing is expected to be lifted.

Roof and tree damage has been
reported at towns in the Pilbara
region.

tree blocking a house in Port Hedland, Western

Cyclones are frequent in|
Australia’s tropical north but rarely
claim lives.

Still, two_large storms such as
Trevor and Veronica hitting on suc-
cessive days is rare. — AP
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Disease fears mount after Africa cyclone

BEIRA: Disease is threatening to
aggravate the already dire condi-
tions facing millions of survivors
following the powerful tropical
cyclone which ravaged southern
Africa 10 days ago, officials warned.

Cyclone Idai smashed into
Mozambique’s coast unleashing
hurricane-force wind and rain that
flooded swathes of the poor country
before battering eastern Zimbabwe
— killing 705 people across the two
nations.

Amid the ongoing crisis,
Zimbabwean television ZBC on
Sunday reported that a young
woman had given birth while shel-
tering from the floods in a tree.

Speaking at a briefing in Beira,
1,000km  northeast of the
Mozambique capital Maputo, Lands
Minister Celso Correia said it was
now “inevitable that cases of chol-
era and malaria will arise”:

The UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs’ deputy
head, Sebastian Rhodes Stampa,
also at the briefing, warned that
disease outbreaks in inaccessible
areas could be “really problematic”.

The World Food Programme said
on Friday that the humanitarian
disaster unfolding in Mozambique
was on a par with the situation in
Yemen and Syria.

Aid workers from across the
world are continuing to arrive in
the region to bring help to hun-
dreds of thousands of affected peo-
ple across an area of roughly
3,000sq km.

Survivors are struggling in des-
perate conditions with some still
trapped on rooftops and those res-
cued in urgent need of food and

medical supplies.

“The government is already set-
ting up a cholera treatment centre
to mitigate cholera. We should not
be frightened when cholera issues
arise,” added Correia, describing
efforts to control the emerging
humanitarian crisis.

“It is normal. It's almost inevita-
ble. Malaria, we know how it arises.
We have lots of wetlands and we're
going to have malaria that is sure to
come up (there).”

More than two million people
have been affected in Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Malawi where the
storm started as a tropical depres-

sion causing flooding which killed
60 and displaced nearly a million
people. Hundreds are still missing
in Mozambique and Zimbabwe.

In its daily update, OCHA said
74,600 women impacted by the
cyclone are pregnant and around
60% of them are due to give birth
within the next six months.

At least 7,460 of them are at risk
of life-threatening complications.

The International Committee of
the Red Cross said it had recorded
some cases of cholera so far but the
UN was unable to confirm the
reports.

Much of the area hit by the

Life goes on:
A woman
fetching water
from a stream
in the aftermath
of Cyclone Idai
* in Chipinge,
Zimbabwe.

— Reuters

cyclone remains disconnected from
electricity supplies, complicating}
rescue efforts at nightfall.

As many as 109,000 people ard
living in shelters across centra
Mozambique, many of them located|
in and around Beira.

Those shelters also “run the risy
of infectious disease such as diar:
rhoeal disease and measles”, James
McQuen Patterson, Unicef’s health|
and nutrition chief, said.

“Further, as many families have]
lost everything, some sleeping in the]
open, the risk of pneumonia, par-
ticularly among children, increase
considerably,” he said. — AFP
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LAMAN
GLOBAL

SUASANA alam sekitar dan udara bersih menjadi
faktor pelonjak industri penternakan di Tanjung Grim.

AMPARAN padang rumput

saujana mata memandang

dan kemilau bak kristal

Lautan Selatan, Semenanjung
Tanjung Grim, Tasmania menjadi
panorama unik satu lokasi
terpencil di negara Australia yang
mencapai standard global sebagai
udara terbersih di dunia.

Sejak tahun 1976, kawasan
tersebut menjadi rumah kepada
Tapak Stesen Pencemaran Udara
iaitu fasiliti dibangunkan kerajaan
dan mempunyai skop tugas
yang kelihatan agak aneh iaitu
‘menangkap udara’.

“Tugas kami ialah mencari
udara bersih di serata
dunia dan mengukur tahap
p annya,” ujar pegawai
yang bertanggungjawab menjaga
stesen tersebut, Sam Cleland.

Melempar pandangan dari
pejabatnya yang terletak di tebing
laut tinggi, dengan daratan di
sebelah barat terdekat ialah
Argentina dan selatan Antartika,
Cleland berkata, kawasan
terpencil itu merupakan tempat
sempurna mengumpul udara
bersih yang bebas daripada asap
kenderaan atau industri.

Apabila angin bertiup
dari barat daya, Cleland dan
pasukannya menangkap
sampel udara menggunakan kit
instrumen yang begitu sensitif
dengan udara kotor biarpun ia

1

berpunca dari trak aran

CLELAND

pal bertangg
kelancaran operasi di Tapak Stesen Pencemaran Udara yang
) Tanjung Cape, Tasmania.

SAMPEL udara yang dikumpul penyelidik
dimasukkan ke dalam botol.

produktiviti pengeluaran haiwan
ladang seperti lembu dan sektor
pelancongan kian meningkat.

- Dalam pada itu, Cleland
menjelaskan, stesen itu turut

gas meley
ozon berasal dari negara jauh
seperti China.

Katanya, berdasarkan data
yang direkodkan, udara terbersih
dari barat daya turut mengalami
pola perubahan yang pantas.

“Anda dapat melihat lebih
daripada 2,000 tahun terakhir,
tahap karbon diakosida
khususnya dan kesan gas rumah
hijau berada pada tahap yang
agak stabil.

:Ais t.eras_‘menunjukkan

barang yang berada pada
kedudukan sejauh sejam dari

. lokasi tersebut.

Sejajar usaha murni tersebut,

2 on
dioksida adalah sekitar 275
bahagian per sejuta untuk jutaan
tahun lalu. >
“Pada masa mula-mula kami

mula mengukur karbon dioksida di
sini pada tahun 1976, ia meningkat
pada tahap 330 sehingga mencapai
kira-kira 405,” katanya.

Melewati tahap 400 per
sejuta awal dekad ini, dapatan
itu memberi amaran bahawa
perkhidmatan berkaitan dasar
perubahan iklim semata-mata
tidak mencukupi.

“Kesan karbon dioksida
yang terdapat di Tanjung Grim
ketika ini berasal dari beberapa
bandar pada permulaan revolusi
perindustrian lagi.

“Apa yang kita lihat di
atmosfera sekarang mungkin
menyimpan seluruh sejarah
pencemaran bumi ini,” ujarnya.

Sementara itu, Mike Buckby

sambil melihat sistem takungan
dan saliran air buatannya.

Pencemaran

Buckby menyifatkan, rasa air
hujan yang dikumpulnya tidak
seperti biasa dengan kandungan
natrium di dalamnya kerana ia
kebanyakannya berpunca dari
laut.

“Tetapi ia sangat neutral
dan bersifat lembut serta
menyegarkan. Pada musim
bunga, kita mendapati air hujan
yang terhasil mengandungi
kadar magnesium tinggi selain
mempunyai beberapa nitrat
semula jadi seperti fosforus dan
kalium,” kongsinya.

Buckby berkata, usaha

yang mendapat gelaran petani penubuhan stesen tersebut
hujan, bertindak pul air bantu p luaran tempatan
hujan untuk tanamannya. dalam pasaran yang kompetitif.

“Kami sangat bergantung “Ini mungkin tidak akan
kepada air hujan yang berasal berfungsi tanpa stesen
dari Lautan Selatan,” katanya pengawasan di Tanjung Grim.

- Terdapat dapatan data selama
:13 tahun yang membukti]san

ini )¢
campuran udara terbaik di dunia,”
katanya.

Begitupun, dalam situasi dunia
global, Tanjung Grim tidak kebal
terhadap ancaman pencemaran
yang kian meningkat terutamanya
di bandar-bandar utama dunia.

Apabila angin bertiup dari
utara iaitu dari Melbourne atau
Sydney di Australia, ia turut
‘mengutip’ sisa-sisa bahan kimia
pada masa tersebut. - AFP




